


# A nation ye fhall find, renowned of yore 
# For martial valour, and for worthy deeds ; 
Rich in a vaft and unexhaufted ftore 
# Of innate wifdom, whofe prolific feeds 
«Spring in each age: fo Nature’s laws require, 
And the great Laws of Nature ne'er expire. 
 Unchangd the Lion’s valiant race remains, 
And all his father’s wiles the youthful Fox retains, 





9% This Ode was fung after the celebration of the games in the 
feventy-fourth Olympiad; when Agefidamus, chief of the Epizephy- 
rian Locrians, feated near the promontory Zephyrium ia Italy, was 
‘victor in the exercife of the caftus, 
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Iraty from the moj? carly Times to the Banifbment., 
of the Tarquins from Rome, and the Abelition of 

* ‘Regal Power among the Romans. 
wie 

HAT central peninfula of Europe, which ex=" 

tends, in the fhape of a boot, from the thirty- 
eighth to the forty-feventh degree of latitude, and 
is bounded on the north by the Alps, on the fouth by 
the Sicilian ftrait, and on the eaft and weft by the 
Hadriatic and Tufcan feas, was very anciently known 
by the name of Italia or Italy *, and confidered as the 
molt fertile, defirable, and felf-fupported country in 
our divifion of the world*; as producing not only 
corn, cattle, wine, and oil in abundance, but frusts of 
all kinds, and metals, minerals, ftone, and timber for 
all ufes; whatever, in a word, can contribute to fupe 
ply the neceffitics, or minifter to the comforts of life, in 
aclimate moderately hot, and a territory beautifuliy 
diverhfied with bays, promontories, rivers, lakes, 
mountains, hills, and plains >. 


Ancrtnz Italy is commonly divided by geographers 
into three parts; Italia Subalpina, or Italy under the 


1. This name, we are told hy Ariftotle, it received from Ttalus, one 
of its kings, who reigned before the days of Minos, and changed the 
manner of life of the inhabitants from palturage to agriculture. 
(Arilt. Polit. lib. vil.) It had forsnerly been known by the names of 
SwutRigf Hilperis, Aulonia, and Ocoatoria. Diony’. Halicarnall. 
Ati. Row, Wd, in 

2. Dion, Holicarmall ubi fup. Plin. lib, iii, Strabo, lib. v. 


ed sha, 
Alps 








iges Tray, properly fo'called, which was the mid- ore 


die: divifion ;, and Magna Grecia; or Great Greece, 
toward the point of the peninfula ; where the Greeks, 
as we have feen, had early planted many colonies, 
The Romans, when they had made themfelves maf- 
ters of the whole peninfula, divided it firft into feven, 
and afterward into eleven provinces. 


Berore the rife of the Roman power, Italy was 
eccupied by a number of independent nations or tribes, 
who enjoyed, -in their feveral cantons, the bleflings of 
liberty and equality, under a government fimilar to 
that of the Greeks during the heroic age *, The moft 
confiderable of thofe nations were the Aborigines, 
who appear to have been of Celtic blood, and whofe 
mame became early extiné in that of Latines*; the 
Unbrians, who feem to have been a warlike tribe of the 
Aborigines, and who, in very ancient times, widely 
extended their dominion in Italy *; the Tyrrhenians 
or Etrufcans, fprung from a Lydian colony, blended 
with a body of Pelafgian adventurers, that had emi- 
grated from Theflaly ; who ftript the Umbrians of all 
their conquefts, and confined them to their proper 
diftriét 7; the Sabines, a tribe of the Umbrians, who 
had fled fro the viGtorious arms of the Etrufcans, 
and were reinforced by acolony of Lacedemonians, 
whofe hardy valour they imbibed, and whofe auftere 


4: Dion, Halicarnaff, Antig. Rem. paflim. 
‘5. Dion, Halicarnaff. '. i. 6. Plin, Hif, Nat. lib. di, 
Strabo, Geeg. lib. v. Dion. Halicarnaff. ubi fup. 
7+ Ud. ibid. ct Herodot. lib. i. cap. xciv. The Lydian covony was cone 
dusted into Italy by Tyrrhemus, the fon of Atye, (Herodot. ubi vp.) 
‘who appears to have reigned in that part of Afia Minor long kaown 
by the name of Lydia, abaue five generations before the appearance of 
Hercules and Thefeus, or the beginning of the heroic age in Greece. 
‘The Pelafgian adventurers had found their way into Italy in a itll 
more eatly period, Diou, Halicarnalf. lib. i 
manners 
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PARTY. manners they adopted", All the other ancient Italiaa 
nations were branches from thofe, except the Venetes 
and Ligurians ; who feem to have been Gallic or Gere 


man emigrants, and confequently Celts®,. 


Tue Etrufcans, and the Latines or Aborigines of 
Latium, are the only Italian nations concerning whom 
hiftory or tradition has furnifhed us with any particu- 
Jars worthy of mentioning, till after the building of 
Rome. The Etru‘cans appear to have been in pof- 
feffion of the greater part of Italy, and lords of the 
neighbouring feas, as early as the time of the Argo 
mautic expedition °. How long their empire remained 
‘unbroken, is uncertain. We only know, that during 
feveral centuries fubfequent to the Trojan war, they 
continued to be the moft powerful and civilized nation 
in the Tralian peninfula, and fuccefsfully cultivated the 
Arts of Defign before they could be faid to have taken 
root in Greece". Yet a celebrated antiquarian, who 
atimits this more early proficiency, conjectures, from 
the remains of their feulpture and painting, that the 
Etrufeans mutt have been indebted for the principles 
of thefe arts, and alfo for thofe of their literature, to 
Grecian emigrants *. It feems, however, no leis 
probable, that the elements of both were imported 
with the Lydian colony immediately from Afia Minor, 


8. Dion. Halicarnaf. tib. ii. Plut. Vit. Numa. 


9. Sce on this intricate fubje&, (the peopling of Italy) the Ancient 
part of the Kuplifh Univer/al Hifory, val. ix. and zviil. where the opi- 
tions of a multitude of authors, both ancient und modern, are dili- 

_gently compared and c:amined, The lovers of fach inquiries may alfo 
confult Recherebes fur,’ Orig. et l' Ancienne Hijl. des diferent-Peuple de Ttalie, 
par M. Fretet, iu the fecond volume off Choix der Memsires de ! Aeademie 


Reyale des Infeript. ot Belles Lettres. 
10. Diod. Sicul, lib. v. Athenzys, lib, vii. Ariftid @rat. in 
-Vol.xviil. Art. Etref fee. 
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a8 the religion of the Etrufcans certainly: was the LETTER 
worthip of the Dit Cazrri, or Afighty Gods, and the , Mill a 


gloomy myfteries of Samothracia **. 


Wuence the Latines derived their knowledge of 
arts and of letters, we ate notleftto conje‘ture. The 
Romans, their illuftrious defcendants, whofe virtue 
and valor made them fovereigns of Italy, and whofe 
ambition prompted them to afpire at the empire of the 
ancient world, have furnifhed us with fuflicient infor- 
mation on that fubje&, And in tracing the hiftory 
of this great people, we fhall gradually become ac- 
quainted with every thing neceflary to be known con- 
cerning the political ftate of the old Italian nations; 
and with all their tranfactions, civil and military, diat 
can contribute to your lordfhip’s entertainment, or 
which are properly authenticated. 


Axzour threefcore years before the Trojan war, ‘and 
during the reign of Faunus king of the Aborigencs, a 
band of Grecian adventurers from Arcadia, under 
Evander, their leader, arrived in that part of Italy, af 
terward known by the‘name of Latium. Faunus re- 
ceived'the ftrangers, who landed from two thips, with 
marks of friendfhip, and allowed them to fettle in his 
dominions **. They chofe for their habitation the foot 

.of ahill, not far from the river Tiber. There they 
built a town; which, from their parent city in Arca- 
dia, they called Pal/antium, a name that was in fuc- 
eeeding times corrupted into Palasium ‘*. 


Evanper and his rs having thus feated 
themfelves at the foot of hill, which was one day 


13. Dion, Halicarna: tig. Rom. Mb. i. To thele Gods, we are 
told by the fame author, the Etguicans vowedthe* Temthy. 14. ibid. 


44. Dion, Halicacaal. Lb, i, 45. 1d. ibid. 
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to hecomethe centre of the city of Rome, and the {est 
of the court of the Roman kings and emperors, built 
temples, and inftituted facrifices and feflivals, after 
the manner of their country **. They firft introduced 
into Latium the ufe of letters, and the practice of in- 
ftrumental mufic performed on the lyre '7; the Abori- 
gines, before the arrival of this colony, being only ac- 
quainted with wind-inftruments **. 


‘Te Arcadian emigrants, if we may credit tradi- 
tion, carried their improvements yet farther. They 
are faid to have framed laws, to have infufed into the 
barbarous natives a fenfe of humanity, and to have 
taught them many neceffary arts **. Hence they were 
cherifhed by the Aborigines, and became in a manner 
‘onc people with them *°. 

In the reign of Latinus, the fon and fucceffor of 
Faunus, Aineas and a body of Trojans, who had 
efcaped in the general flaughter of their countrymen, 
on the fubverfion of the kingdom of Priam, and the 
deftrudtion of Troy by the Greeks, landed at Lauren- 
tium on the coait of the Aborigines*'. And having 
obtained permiffion to form a fettlement, they built a 
city on a hill near the mouth of the Tiber. To that 
city the Trojan prince gave the name of Lavinium, in 
grateful expreflion of his affeGtion for Lavinia, the 
king’s daughter, and only child, who had been grant- 
ed to him in marriage **. 


Tux good fortune of Aineas attended his followers. 
The Trojans were generally able to form marriages 


26, Dion. Balicarpalf, ib i ‘The Areadians infituted, in parti- 
ular, the foflival of the Lupercalia, in honour of the'God Pan, (Id. 
ibid.) celebrated with fo much lisentiowfnefs among the Romans in 
Tattor times. 17. Ta. ibid. -18. Dion. Halicarnaftlib. is 

19. Td. ibid, , 20, Dion, Halicarnaff. lib. i. 


at, Ed ibid. hr, Tit. Liv, lit & Dion; Halicarnail. whifup- 
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swith the women of Latium and foon became fo per- 





fectly incorporated with the principal families, thot (a 


both they and the Aborigines took the common name 
of Latines, in honour of Latinus, who hed sfhewed 
the example of alliance, aud formed, with his daugh- 
ter’s hand, the great bond of their union *. 


ALarmeD at this coalition, the Rutuli, a Some 
neighbouring nation, and apparently a tribe of the 
Aborigines, had recourfe to arms. After fome in- 
effectual efforts, they applied for affiftance to the 
Etrufcans ; whofe name, we wre told, was then famoys 
in Italy, from the Alps to the Sicilian flrait, and by 
fea as well as by land**. The events of the war were 
many, and its fuccefs various. But, at length, it was 
happily terminated by a treaty, which made the Tiber 
the boundary between the Latin and Etrufcan tertito- 


Ties **, 


Durie the continuance of hoftilities, Latinus 
was flains and AEneas, who fuccecded him in the go- 
yernment of Latium, was drowned in the river Nu- 
micus, on the banks of which he had fought an un- 
fuccefsful battle with the Etruicans**. His fon Afcs- 
nius, however, was able to defend Lavinium; and 
having gained, in a vigorous fally, an advantage over 
the enemy, he obtained the treaty ef peace already 
mentioned *”. 


AsouT thirty years after the founding of Lavie 
ninium, the Latines built a large city, which they fur- 
rounded with a wall, and denominated ALgA**. And 
“jm the neighbouring country they built many ¢th¢r 


p83, 14. ibid, ag Liv. lib, i cap. ite 
a5. Ideibid. Dion, Halicarnal. lib. i. $ 
26, Liv, et Dion. Halicarmat, abi fup. a7. Id. ibid, 


_ 98. Dion. Halicarnal, ib. i 
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“PART ¥. towns, called in later times the Cities of the Anticint 
S— Latines. The building of Alba was attended with 
/ circumftances fufficiently memorable to merit particu- 
Tar notice. 


A TEMPLE and fanétuary having been ereéted in this 
city, for the images or emblems of the Gods which 
Z£neas had brought with him from Troy, and placed 
in a Temple at Lavinium, they were removed accord- 
ingly to their new habitation. But the following 
night, to the aftonifhment of every oric, the images 
changed their fituation (by the interpofition of pricft- 
craft, as may be prefumed) and were found in the 
morning upon their former pedeftals ; although the 
doors of the temple at Alba remained firmly fhut; and 
the walls and roof were entire*°. Replaced, with ex- 
piatory and propitiatory facrifices, the images again 
found their way to the old temple". 


UnwIL.inc to return to their former habitation, or 
to live in utter feparation from the Gods of their fa- 
thers, the Trojans of Alba, after much deliberation 
and trouble of mind, came toa refolution, to fend 
back fome of their own people to Lavinum, in order 
to take care of the images **. Thefe Trojan Gods 
were called Pewares by the Latines, and fuppofed 
to prefide over domeftic affairs**, With #Eneas alfo 
was fuppofed to have been brought the famous Par< 
LADIUM, afterward faid to be kept by the holy vire 
gins, along with the perpetual fite, in the temple of 
‘Vefta; and the conferyation of which was confideréd 
by the Romans,’ as effential-to the fafety of the ftate, 
~or to public fecurity **, 


29. 1d. ibid, 30. Dion. Halicarnafl. lib. is cap: Axvile 
3%. Id. ibid. 32. Dion Halicarnaff. ubi fup, 
33- Dion, Helicarnaff, lib. i. paffim, 34 1d, ibid, 
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Four hundred years after the building of Alba, LETTER 
(during which long period we are left altogether in (My 
the dark in regard to the affairs of Italy) the Latines Ant. Chev 
fent out a coluny to Pallaritium ; where the Areadians Olynps 
under Evander had fettled, and where fome of their + 
defcendants ftill remained **; The firft care of the 
adventurers was to give to Pallantium the form of a 
city, and to furround it with a wall**. That city they 
called ROME, from Romulus; the head of the colony 5 
who was the feventeenth lineal defcendant from 
Eneas by Lavinia, and grandfon of Numitor king of 
Alba ?7s 


Ever¢ circumftance relative to the building of 
Rome, or concerning the birth and education of its 
founder, has been carefully preferved by the ancient 
Greek and Roman writers. And the leading parti- 
culars connected with thofe events; how infignificant 
foever in themfelves, derive importance from the wera 
which they ferve to introduce ; and thence become 
too interetting to mankind, to be omitted by a modern 
hiftorians 


Amutius the fon of Procas, king of Albay having 
feifed the reins of government on the death of his fa 
ther, in prejudice of the right of Numitor, his eldet 
brother; fought alfo to deprive that injured prince of 
poiterity; in order to fecure his own ufurped power, 
and tranfmit the fuccelfion to his defendants. With 
this view, he got Numitor’s oiily fon faggetly adafh- 
tiated, being little jealous of the unwarlikesad unam 
bitiou’s father, and conttituted his only-edaughter, Ilia of 
Rhea, a prieftefs of Veltas an office, though honours 


4s. 44. ibid, 36. Diab, Haliearnalf, lib, i 
$7. Wd. ibid. 
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» PARTL able in itfelf, which condemned her to a life of perpee 
tual virginity 


Bur the Veital ftate, it fhould feem, accorded as il 
with Rhea’s complexion, as it would with the great 
events in the womb of time, for the future exaltation 
of her family and nation. She foon proved with 
childs; and infinuated, in extenuation of her crime, 
that fhe had been ravithed by the God Mars, in a 
grove facred to that mafculine divinity, adjoining to 
the temple of Vefta?*. And which was furely acon- 
venient place for an amour. 


Iw confequence of this violent, or at leaft vigorous 
embrace, Rhea was, in duc time, delivered of two 
male children; to one of whoui was afterward given 
the name of Romulus, and to the other that of 
Remus*°. What became of their mother, we aré 
not certainly informed. She was either comntitted to 
clofe confinement by Amulius, or put to death, accords 
ing to the law againft incontinent veltals ; and her two 





38. Liv, Tih. i, Dion, Halicarnall. li The chara@er of no Hea» 
then Deity is lefs nnderftood than that of Vetta. “ Among the cone 
templative priefts of the Eatt,” fays the learned Blackwell, «the 
palfed for the Latent Power of Fire; or that internal texture and difpo= 
fition of fome forts of matrer that renders it combuftible, while others 
are little alfeGed with heat. Aw fuch, the was the wife of Coclus, 
and mother of Saturn; the facrat Eraenat Frax, worlhipped with 
the greateft reverence, and moft pions ceremonies, by all the Eaftera 
nations, But among the lefs fpeculative Europeans, who received the 
Knowledge of this Goddefs at /ecead band, Sie was conlidered as Saturn's 
daughter ; a national, tutelary Divinity, and Protedtr/i of the Family 
Swat, This hoary reclufe Goddefs,” proceeds he, the pure Eterna} 
Velta, therefore, appeurs in x dovble'copacity: either as the grand ene 
Fivening Genius of the Terrefrivt Glebe, or ax the permanentrim- 
movable feat of Gods and Men, the Eantw itéelf; and, by an eafy 
trapfition, the Native Soil of a Nation, or the fixed Hanitation of 
aFamtcy." Letter: concerning Mythel. p, s8—62. 
39+ Id. ibid. 40. Liv, et Dion. Halicagual ubi fup. 
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fnfants were ordered, in conformity with the fame LETTER 
Jaw, to be thrown into the Tiber**, Ta 4 


FortunateLy for the twin-brothers, the Tiber | 
had at that time overflowed its banks; fo that the 
cradle, in which they were depofited, was not com- "— 
mitted to the bed of that river, but to the fuper- 
abounding waters that wafhed the foot of the Palatine 
hill, Thofe waters fuddenly retired ; and the cradle, 
which had floated for a time, without entering the 
main ftream of the Tiber, firiking againft a ftone, 
‘was overturned, and the children of Rhea were left 
{prawling in the mud **. 


Iw that fituation the reputed fons of Mars are faid 
to have been recognized by a fhe wolf, whofe dugs 
were painfully diftended with milk, by reafon of the 
lofs of her whelps**. She offered the infants her 
teats, which they greedily feized ; and, finding relief, | 
fhe continued with them, and licked off the mud with 
which they were befmeared **. | 


MEANWHILE, according to the fame traditionary 
tale, the neighbouring fhepherds, driving their flucks 
to pafture, were filled with aftonifhment and admira- 
tion at the docility of the wolf, and the affeétion uf 
the children, who hung upon her, as if fhe had been 
thejr mother*®. Thefe fimple people thought they 
faw fomething fupernatural in the wonderful preferva~ 
tion of the infants, though ignorant of their high 
birth, And Fauftulus, the keeper of the king’s herds 
and flocks, who happened to be among the number, 
and who had been in Alba at the time of the de- 


at. Td. ibid. 4%. Quin. Fabius Pia. ap. Dion, 
i lib. i. 43. Id. ibid. 
44. Justin, ib. aliii 5. Q Fabius Pict. ubi fop. | 
46. Hd. ibid. 
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AWE livery of Rhea, took home with him the twin-bro« 
thers, whofe parentage he guefied, and made his own 
wife nurfe them ‘7. 


Tus miraculoufly faved and reared, Romulus and 
Remus, in the cottage of Fauftulus, began early to 
difplay an elevation of mind, and a dignity of look, 
little fuited to the condition of herdfmen, but per- 
feétly confonant to their royal anceftry, and ftrongly 
indicative of the juftice of their maternal claim to a 
divine Sire. Difdaining the tranquil life of fhepherds 
or neatherds, they devoted themfelyes to the toils of 
the chace, and became famous as hunters. From the 
purfuit of wild beafts, they turned their adtivity to 
military {ports, and their ambition to kill in arms **. 
‘This {kill they had frequent opportunity of difplaying 5 
not only at their rural feftivals, along with their rude 
companions, whom they had formed into bands, but 
in combating the robbers of the neighbouring moun- 
tains, whofe booty they frequently feized ; and, after 
exrrying it home with exultation, divided it among 
their affociates*’. Hence, perhaps, the remote origin 
of the Roman triumph. 


Gx one of thofe occafions of public rejoicing, 
Remus fell into the hands of the banditti, who had 
been deprived of their booty ; was carried before his 
grand uncle Amulius, king of Alba, and accufed of 
haying committed the robberies he had helped to re« 
prefs °°. ‘This incident brought matters to a crifis. 


Faustutus,made Romulus acquainted with his 
births in order to prevent him from inconfiderately 
rufhing, at the head of his ruftic followers, to the 
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~ gefcue of his brother‘?, Romulus revealed himfelfto LETTER 

his grandfather, Numitor ; to whofe cuftody Remus Pans < 
had been committed for punifhment, and who had been 

ftruck with his ftately perfon, and majeftic mien ** 

A party in Alba, under the condu@& of Remus, was 

fecretly formed in favour of the excluded kings and 

Romulus having affembled the hardy mountaineers, 

whom he had trained to arms, entered the capital at 

their head; killed the ufurper Amulius, and placed 

Noumitor upon the throne‘? 


Bur the twin-brothers, although now reftored to 
their family, their kindred, and their rank in fociety, 
did not find in their new fituation all the fatisfacétion 
it might feem to afford. Two young princes of an 
enterprifing genius, who had led fo active a life, and 
accomplifhed fuch a memorable revolution before the 
years of manhood, were by no means calculated to en« 
joy that peaceful repofe it appeared neceffary for them 
to maintain, under the government of an aged and 
unwarlike king. Romulus and Remus, therefore, 
craved leave of their grand-father to lead a colony 
from Alba, and eftablith an independent ftate**, Their 
requeft was readily granted by Numitor; and fo po- 
pular was their character, that fifteen hundred adven- 
turers, befide a Iarge body of their former affociates,, 
chofe to follow their fortunes **. 


‘THEsz determined adventurers, the bold and am- 
bitious youths conducted, as already related, to Pal- 
lantiums ia the neighbourhood of which they had 
pafled their early days, and where they propofed to 
build a city**, But a quarrel broké out between the 


ste Plut. Fit. Roma. 
|. Halicaruaff, ubi fup. 
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haughty brothers, relative to the founding’of that city. 
Romulus infifted it fhovld be built on the Palatine, 
and Remus contended for the Aventine hill, Each 
‘was abetted in his opinion by his particular adherents. 
Recourfe was had, in vain to augury, in order to 
fettle the difpute. The two parties went to blows, 
and Remus was killed in the fray *7. 


Hencerorts Romulus remained undifputed head 
of the colony. And he took the moft effectual mea- 
fures, as well for fecuring his authority, as for pro- 
moting the future grandeur of Rome; which was 
built, according to his deftination, on the Palatine 
hill’*, The fuccefs of thefe meafures, and tae mea- 
fures themfelves, now demand your Lordfhip’s atten- 
tion. 


As foon as Romulus had founded that city which 
ftill bears his name, and which at firft was no better 
than a military ftation, farrounded with a wall and 4 
ditch **, he refolved, with the advice of his grand- 
father, to eftablith fome plan of government, by which 
the infant community might be held together. He ac- 
cordingly aflembled his followers, who now amounted 
to three thoufand foot, and three hundred horfemen ®, 
and afked them, under what form of policy they 
would chufe to live ?—or, if they fhould make choice 
of regal government, whom they would with to 
rule over them?—They chofe that moderate kingly 
government, to which they had formerly been ac- 
cuflomed to fubmit; and which then, as already ob- 
ferved, prevailed over Italy: and they named, with 
one voice, their gallant leader as their king **. 





57. Id. ibid. 58. Dion. Halicarnaff: Liv, et Put, ubi fap. 
59. 1d. ibid. 60. Dion, Halicarnafl, lib. ii, 
61, 1d. ibid. 
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Bur Romulus was too well acquainted with the OFTTER 
factious fpirit and reitlefs difpofition of his followers, es 


to acquiefce in this choice without the fanétion of 
higher authority. He, therefore, made a folemn appeal 
to the Gods, for their approbation and confirmation; 
and the omen being in his favour, he proceeded to the 
exercife of his regal funétion **. 


‘THE manner of appeal to Heaven, on that occafion, 
was this: Romulus having facrificed, by break of day, 
to Jupiter, the king of the Gods, and to all the inferior 
deities, whom he had chofen as the patrons of his new 
city and ftate, walked out of his tent, with his face 
toward the eaft; when “ a flath of lightning ran from 
“the deft to the right,” which was interpreted by the 
augurs as a happy omen®*. A fimilar appeal was 
made, in all fucceeding times, by the Roman kings 
and magiftrates, after their election; though latterly 
it came to be confidered as mere form “*, 


‘THE meafures taken by Romulus, immediately after 
he was invefted with royal authority, fhew him to have 
been worthy of the high office of king; and they, at 
the fame time, tend to eftablifh the authority of an an= 
cient tradition, That he had been fent, while a ftrip- 
Jing, to Gabii, a town in the neighbourhood of Pal- 
Tantium, and there inftruéted in Greek learning and 
the ufe of arms**. Romulus began his adminiftration 

with 


62, Dion, Halicarna. ubi fup. 63. td Mid. 
64. Tjon. Halicarnall. lib. ii 
65. Dion. Halicarnaff. lib. i. cap. lexxiv, ‘Tile attempy to recons 
eile to credibility the framing of the admirable intieutions aferib- 
edto Romulus, will appear abfurd 9 the converte of thofe moderp 
critics and hiftorians, who affe% to confider the early part of the 
Roman hiftory as altogether fi@rious. But as 1 can fee no reafon 
for rejeéting the ancient traditions of @ people proud of their an- 
ecfisy; who interwove thofe tracitiom with their molt folemn relic 
kes gione 
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| FARM with dividing the citizens of Rome into three equal 
— portions, to which he gave the mame of Tribes; aly 
P figned to each tribe a particular diftriGt, or ward of 
the city to inhabit, and appointed a perfon of diftincy 
tion, a tribune or prefect, to prefide over it. He 
next fubdivided the tribes into Curie or companies 5 
each tribe confilling of ts, and the whole of thirty 
Curie; and each of thefe, he again iplit into ten Decu- 
yie; all under their proper officers, their Curiones and 
Decuriones; who, in peace, prefided over them, in their 
feveral lations, and could affemble them for war on 

the fhorteft notice *. : 


Havine thus given to his three thoufand three 
hundred followers the form of an army, in a flate of 
encampment, Romulus proceeded to eftablith, with 
the confent of the affembled body, fuch civil inflitus 
tions as ig¢emed neceffary for good government, and 
the proiperity of a rifing community. A@uated by 
thefe views, he divided the territory of Rome into 
thirty equal fhares, and gave one to cach of the thirty 


gious ceremonies, and preferved the memory of the things they contain 
. ia various monuments, both civil and facred, 1 Mall treat the Rotaan 

hittory, from the byilding of the city, with all the gravity of Livy, 

and the attention of Didnyfus Halicarnaffenfis; two hitorions of 

great difcernment, who lived in an enlightened age, and had full ace 

Gefs to information ; whp wrote nearly at the fame time, and who, 
icipation, have related the fame cvents, and with 
circumftances. If thcy have not told always 
incontrovertible facts, they have at leaft told us what the Romans in 
the height of their power, and when they were neither ignargnt nor 
credulous, believed concerning their carly tranfadtions : nor is greater 
hiftorjcal certainty negeGfary. In 4 word, it may be queltioned, Whether 
modern {cepticifin, by its impertinent cayillings ; hue not done more 
hurt to the caufe of truth, and to all the fruits to be naturally reaped 
From hittorical knowledge, by irvolving the mind of the inquirer in 
perpetual doubt, than the credulity of former, and darker ages. | * 
© $6 Dion, Halicarnafl, lib. ii, cap. vil. xiv. : : 
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Curie ; after referving to himfelf a certain portion for baste 


the {apport of his royal dignity, and appropriating an- 
other to the ufe of religion. And, in order to pre= 
ferve due fubordination among a fociety of men equat 
in landed property, and who could have little other 
wealth to create difparity, he diftinguithed, by the 
name of Patricians, thofe fathers of families who 
were eminent for their birth or merit; and compres 
hended the inferior members of the ftate, or the 
common people, under the general name of Plebcie 
an”, 


To the Patricians Romulus confined the higher 
civil offices and principal military employments, with 
the fuperintendence of religious ceremonies : they only 
could be pricits, magiftrates, generals, or judges. But 
while he thus excluded the Plebcians from thefe im- 
portant and honourable funétions, for which he 
thought them unfit, he was by no means inattentive 
to their eafe or happinefs. He recommended to them 
the exercife of healthful trades; the labours of agricul- 
ture, and the grazing of cattle : and, in order to foften 
that envy which muftbe excited by the diftinétion of 
ranks, as well as to prevent thofe feditions which it 
might otherwife occafion, he placed the Plebcians as 
a truft jn the hands of the Patricians; and united the 
honour and intereft of the two claffes, by allowing 
¢very Plebeign, under the name of Client, to chufe 
any Patrician he thought proper, for his Patron or 
protector, 


Tats connexion of Patrén and Client, though feem- 
ingly of a private nature, was a public inftitution, and 
regulated by laws, It was the duty of a Patron to 


67. Wd. Rome, Antig. lib. ii. exp. vilie 
8. Dion. Halicarnail. lib, i. eap. ie : 
explain 
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PART) explain to his Clients, thafe ftatutes of which they 


were ignorant; to conduét their fuits, and defend 
them when fued ; to proteét them from injury, whether 
abfent or prefent ; and, in a word, to do every thing 
for them that a parent owes to his children, either in 
tegard to money, credit, domeltic felicity, or public 
fupport. On the other fide, it was the duty of Clients 
to fupply their Patron, where neceflary, with money 
for portioning his daughters; to pay his ranfom, or 
that of his children, if taken by an enemy; to bear his 
loffes in private fuits, and difcharge out of their own 
pockets, his fine, when affeffed for any public offence 5 
to affift him in fupporting the charge of magiftracies 
and other public offices, in the fame manner as might 
have been expected, if they had been clofely con« 
neéted with him by the ties of blood °°. And it was 
accounted impious and illegal, for either Patrons or 
Clients, to accufe one another in courts of juftice; 
to bear wimefs, or to give their votes againft each 
other 7°. 


Romutus, having thus harmonized and bound to- 
gether the two orders of the fate, refolved to confti+ 
tute a great council or fenate, to aflift him in the ad~ 
miniftration of government. For this purpofe he 
named, from among the Patricians, one perfon, whom 
he eftcemed the moft eminent of that body for politi- 
cal wifdom; then ordered each of the tribes to name 
three, and each of the Curia alfo three; in this mane 
ner completing the number of one hundred fenators 7", 
Thefe fenators were originally called Fathers, becaufe 
Of their age and venerable character 5 and afterward 
Confeript Fathers ; on their number being augmented, 
by the enrolment of new members, at the eftablifh- 
ment of the commonwealth”, The Patrician named 

69. Dion. Halicarnafl. lib. ii. cap. x, 70. Id. ibid. 

9%» Dion. Halicarnaff, lib. ii. cap. aii. 

7% Id.ibid.et Plut. Vit. Remale — 73. Liv.lib.ii,csp.i,Plut. wbifup. 
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‘by Romulus was appointed by him prefident, or Prince LE: 
of the Senate, and entrufted with the government ef wel 
the city during the abfence of the king 7 


After he had provided for the wife adminiftration of 
public affairs, by the eleétion of a council of Elders, 
Romulus faw the need of a body of young men ; al~ 
ways armed for fudden fervice, and as the royal 
guard. He accordingly formed a troop of three 
hundred horfemen, the moft active and robuft in the 
community, and of the moft illuftrious families, or- 
dering each Curia to chufe ten ; and he himfelf nam- 
ed the commander, called Tribunus Celerum, who had 
three Centurions under him ’*, They were diftinguith- 
ed by the general name of Ce/eres, from the quicknefs, 
as fuppofed, with which they performed their evolu- 
tions, and executed orders’*. They conftantly at- 
tended the king in the city, armed with pikes; and, on 
a day of battle, they charged before him, and defend- 
edhis perfon’’. They fought on horfeback, where the 
ground would permit them to act; and on foot, 
where it was rough, and unfit for the ufe of cavalry *, 


Tue next meafure adopted by Romulus was no lefs 
important than any of the former, and neceflary to 
give the whole effect; namely, the afcertaining of the 
honours and prerogatives, which each of the orders 
in the ftate thould enjoy. To himfelf, as King or head 
of the community, he referved the abfolute and un- 
divided command of the army in the field, with fua 
premacy in religious ceremonies, facrifices, and every 
thing* relative to the worthip of the,Geds. His was 
the guardianfhip of the laws, and the adminiftration 
of juftice, both civil and criminal, in all cafes what~ 
ever; though he took cognizance, in perfon, only of 

24 Dion. Halicarnaff. lib.ii. cep. xii. 7 Id, ibid. cap. xili, 

76. Dion. Halicarnaff. lib. ii. cap. xiii, 77. Sd. ibid 

98s ld. Row, Antig. wbi Sup. ‘s 
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” PARTI. the greater cqufes, leaving the inferior to the fenate. 

“—~—™ He poffeffed the fale prerogative of convoking the 
fenate and the affembly of the people, and he had the 
tight of delivering his opinion firft in both 7°. Ta the 
members of the fenate, legally convened, befide their 
juridical capacity, belonged the power of deliberating 
and voting on all public meafures; every queftion 
being decided by the majority of voices *’, 


Tue people, in their affemblies, comprehending 
not only the Plebcian: but the whole body of the Ro- 
man citizens, had the privilege of chufing magiftrates, 
enacting laws, and of determining on peace and 
war", They did not vote promifcuoufly, but were 
called in their feveral Curia ** ; and whatever matter 
was refolved upon by the majority of the Curie was 
earried up tothe fenate, which had originally a power 
of putting a negative upon any popular refolution %. 
But this order of proceeding was afterward jnverted 
under the commonwealth. Then the fenate did not 
deliberate on the refolutions of the people, but the 
people had a power of confirming or reverfing the 
decrees of the fengte, and of determining finally in 
regard to war and peace "* 


No fooner had Romulus completed thefe civil and 
military inftitutions, neceffary for the prefervation and 
profperity of the Roman itate, than he proceeded to 
eflablith thofe of religion; yet farther to reftrain the 
licentious humours, and unite the hearts of his fol- 


ib, ii, cap. xiv. 80. Id. ibid 

81. Dion, Hulicarnail’ ubi fup. 

2. This mode of voting by Curie, the moft popular of any, as it 
had no refpeét to property, was changed by Scrvius Tullius, ag wo 
Shall have oecafion to fee, for that of voting by Centericis 

23. Dion. Halicarnaf. Rene. datig. lib. i. cap. xiv. 

84. Dion. Halicarnalf. lib. ii. cap. xiv. and lib, ix, cop. xz. See alfo 
Polyb. lib. vi. 
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lowers and fellow-citizens. He accordingly inftituted LETTER 
pricits, confecrated temples, dedicated altars, and ben 
appointed facrifices to the Gods of his anceftors; with 
feftivals, holidays, days of reft, or ceffation from 
Jabour, and every thing requifite for the folemn and 

devote worfhip of thofe Divinities, whofe power and 
beneficence to mankind he publicly declared **. But 

he rejected, as blafphemies or calumnies, all tradi- 

tional fables of an indecent kind, relative to the Gods, 

with all enthufiaftic cranfports and Bacchanalian rites 5 
accuftoming his people to think and {peak of their 
Deities with the greateft reverence, and to attribute to 

them no paflions unworthy of their exalted nature **. 


‘Tuts veneration for the Gods, (whether infpired by 
Romulus, or his fucceffor Numa) which long continu- 
ed to charaéterife the Romans, and which may be cons 
fidered as the main fpring of their virtue, has been 
afcribed to the purity of their theological tenets, 1 
am not infenfible,” fays the learned and enlightened 
hiftorian, whofe writings I have had occafion fo often 
to quote in regard to Roman affairs, “ that fome of 
the Greck fables are of ufe to mankind being defign« 

~ed to explain the works of nature by allegories, and 
others for various moral purpofes. ‘Though not igno- 
rant of thefe things,” adds he, “ yet am 1 much more 
inclined to the theology of the Romans; when I con- 
fider that the advantages flowing from the Greek fables 
are {mall and confined to fuch as have philofophically 
examined their mystic meaning, and that the number 
of fucli enquirers are few ; while the great body of the 
peopls, utterly unacquainted with the phyfical or mo= 
zal purpofe of thofe fables, generally take them in the 
Jiveral and groffeft fenfe, and fall into one of thefe two 
errors—they either utterly difregard religion, becaufe 
of its feeming abfurdities, or abandon themfelves to 


85. Dion, Halicarpall, lib. it. cap. ie 86, We. ibid, 
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PART I. the moft thameful exceffes, which they fee are afcribet 
S—— to the Gods".” 


Romutus paid no lefs regard to the natural rights 
of man, and to the independent {pirit of his new 
citizens, in eftablifhing his facred than his ciyil infti- 
tutions. Himfelf the chief minifter of religion, the 
Pontifex: Maximus, and King of Jacrifices, he direGed 
each of the three tribes to chufe one 4ru/pex or Sooth« 
fayer, to infpeét the victims; and each of the thirty 
Curis to elect two priefts, men of diftinguifhed virtue, 
and above fifty years af age, from the order of Patri« 
cians, in the fame manner they elected their ma- 
giftrates**. 


Unnver thefe pricfts, the Curie performed their 
appointed facrifices, in a temple common to the whole; 
and, on holidays, the members of each Curia feafted 
together in a public hall, adjoining to the temple ®, 
Of fuch halls every Curia had one; and befide the 
civil influence of thofe religious meals, they were 
attended with the greate(t effects in war; by infpiring 
every man with fhame, and repugnance, to forfake 
the companions with whom he had lived in a come 
munion of libations, facrifices, and holy rites, and 
for whom he came habitually to entertain a brotherly 
affe€tion °°. 


From political and religious inftitutions, Romulus 
was naturally induced to turn his eyes to thofe do- 
meltic connexions which are ftrengthened by religion, 
and which form the bafis of focicty; the relations of 
hufband and wife, parents and children. And the 
natural rights, which he allowed to remain in the 
hands of the heads of families, thew in a ftrong light 

87. Dion, Halicarnaff, lib. ii. eap,xx. 88, Ibid, Rom. Aetig. Iie, 
di cap. xx. 89, Id. ibid. 
9 Plus. Fit, Romxl, Dion. Halicarnall, lib, ii, cap. xxiii, 
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the weaknefs of his authority, or the rudenefs of his LETTER 
ideas refpedting the duties of civillife; perhaps both. _ VY 
A Roman father had the power of putting his fon to 
death, in cafe of difobedience or difpleafure; and of 
felling him as a flaye, even three times, if he fhould fo 
often regain his freedom *'. Nor did the laws fix any 
age at which this patriarchal power fhould ceafe. 


A Roman hufband, in like manner, was the fue 
Preme judge of his wife’s indifcretions, and the abfo- 
lute avenger of his own injured honour ; and, having 
canvened her relations, could put her to death, if the 
had proved unfaithful to his bed, or fo much as ine 
toxicated herfelf with liquor °*. But the Roman wives 
had many motives to virtue, befide the fear of punifh- 
gent. For every woman, “ married according to the 
holy laws,” was as much miftrefs of the houfe as her 
hufband was matter of it, “ while the contizued vire 
tuous, and obedient to Him in all things." She was 
confidered by the civil law, as his infeparable com- 
panion, and the joint partaker in all his fortunes and 
facrifices**. After his death, if he had died inteftate, 
and without children, fhe was his fole heir ; and if he 
had left children, the had an equal thare in his inberit- 
gnce with them **. 


Romutwvs, however, very juftly regarded terror asa 
great reftraint upon vice. He therefore affumed to 
him(elf, as head of the ftate, the fame rigour which he 
permitted heads of families to exercife. As foon as any 
public offence was committed, the criminal was brought 
to trialpeither before the king or the fenate. When Ro- 
soulus gave judgment in perfon, he was feated on 2 
aribunal eregted in the moit confpicueus part of the 


91. Dion, Halicarnalf. lib. i. cap. axvin] 

92+ Td, Rom, nti, libs ii. chap. xxv. “ 

93. 1a ibid. 94. Dion, Halicurnall lib, fi, cap. sx¥. 
95+ Ia. ibid, - 
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PART}. Foram, or matketeplace 5 attended byhis three hundreds 


guards, armed with pikes, and by twelve liGors of 
ufhers, carrying axes and rods, With the rods, the 
Litors whipped, in the Forum, fuch criminals as de- 
ferved that punifhment; and, with the axes, they pub- 
licly beheaded others; whofe crimes were of greater 
enormity °°. 


Nortuixc now remained for Rotaulus, but to pro> 
vide for the population and power of the Roman ftate. 
And the meafures which he took for thefe purpofes, 
though feemingly fuggefted by circumftances, were 
worthy of the moft profound politician. He opened, 
by public proclamation, and confecrated whh the fo~ 
Iemnities of religion, an afylum or fanétuary for out- 
laws, and fugitives of all defcriptions, from the ncigh- 
bouring nations *’; and as the government of many 
of thofe nations was in great diforder; a number of 
warlike adventurers, and refugees of various kinds, 
crowded to Rome, where they were all made wel- 
come’, ‘T’o fuch as chofe to remain with him, and 
feemed fit for his fervicey Romulus communicared the 
rights of Roman citizens, and promifed them a thare 
in the lands he fhould conquer **. ‘This encouragement 
attracted uew adventurers, eager to enlift under 2 
young and gallant commander ; and Rome rapidly ine 
creafed in powers 


Bur the Romans were ftill in want of the natural 
means of augmenting population and fupporting power: 
they were almoft utterly deftitute of women '™: 
Romulus therefore fent ambaffaders, in the aame cf 
his people, to the heads of the neighbouring ftates, 
foliciting their daughters in marriage ***+ Jealousof the 


96. Dion, Halicarnafl lib, ii, cap. txix, 

97- Liv. libs i. cap. viii. Dion. Halicarnalf. lib. ii, exp. 8 

9% Dion, Halicarnall, ubi fup. 99. 1d. ibid. 

200. Liv. lib. iveap. ix. Strabo, Uibsy. rors Ie ibid. 
growth: 
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growth of Rome, or difdaining affinity with fuch a Lerradt 
motley band, all thofe {tates denied his requeft ; and > 
the rulers of fome of them fcornfully afked, why 
he did not open, as he had for men, an afylum alfo 
for ftrolling women ?—for with fuch only his followers 
could form a matrimonial alliance on equal terms **. 


Ireiratep at this contemptuous refufal, and dif 
appointed in his favourite views, Romulus refolved to 
employ ftratagem, in order to accomplifh his purpofe. 
He accordingly made known his defign to the fenate, 
and, with the confent of that venerable body, pro- 
claimed the celebration of 2 folemn feftival, accom- 
panied with games, in honour of Equeftrian Nep- 
tune "3, 


To thefe games the Sabines, and other neighbour- Ane. 
. a ir. 
ing nations, crowded with their wives and daughters, 749. 
as Romulus had forefeen. And they were treated Pate 
with great kindnefs and refpeét at Rome, which they 
had much curiofity to fee '°*. But on the laft day of 
the feftival, feveral bands of young Romans (at a fignal 
given by their king according to coucert) drew their 
fwords; and, rufhing in amid the gazing multitude, 
feifed all the young women, to the number of fix 
hundred and cighty-three ', The men made the beft 
of their way home, for fear of worfe confequences, 
being utterly unprepared for defence: and their wives 
were permitted to follow them ; but thetr daughters 
were detained, by order of Romulus. No infult, how- 
ever, was offered to their virtue. They were only told, 
-wheh brought before the king, That they muft fub- 
mit to the hufbands whom fortune and the obitinacy 
of their fathers had decreed them, and he appointed. 


rom Live ubi fop. 103, Liv, et Strabo, ubi fup, Plut. Fit. 
Remul. 104, Liv. lib. i. cap.ix. Dion. Halicarnaff. 
W. ii. cap, xxx, 105, Dion. Halicarnaff. ubi fup. 
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feized them, according to the cuftom of their feveral 
countries and alfo egrecable to the Roman manners 5 
before their embraces were folicited '“*. 


‘THis amorous ambufcade, commonly known by 
the name of the Rape of the Sabine Virgins, proved the 
caufe of much bloodihed, and had almoft occafioned 
the ruin of infant Rome. But the Sabines, although 
the greateft fufferers, were not the firft people that 
refented the injury they had fuftained. They were 
flow in preparing for hoflilities ‘°’; while the Czxni- 
nenfes and the Antemnates, two tribes of the Abori- 
gines; and the Cruftuminians, an ancient colony from 
Alba '®*, having formed a triple league, inftantly took 
up arms °°, 


Tue Cyninenfes, thinking themfelves fufficiently 
ftrong, entered the Roman territory without waiting 
for their confederates. But they had reafon to repent 
their audacity. Romulus fuddenly affembled his army, 
and fell upon them as they were ravaging the coun- 
try; defeated them; forced their camp, which was 
but imperfeétly fortified; purfued them into their own 
territory ; killed their king in battle, with his own 
hand; {tripped him of his accoutrements, and took 
Cwnina, their capital, by ftorm "*. 


Exaten with his fuccefs, and willing to inflame 
the Romans with ardour for military glory, Romulus 
returned toRome in all the pomp and the pride of con- 
queft; carrying the fpoils of the king he had flain, ex- 
alted on an oaken ‘pole Supported by his right fhoulder, 






206. Td, ibid 107. Liv. lib. i. cap. x. Dion. Halicarnaff, 
Wib. ii cap. west 108, Dion, Halicarnall. lib. ii. cap. xxv, axxvi. 
tog. Liv. ubi fup. Dion, Halicarnalf lib ii cap, xxxiii.- 
ayo. Td. ibid. 
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and finging the fong of vitory; his brows encircled with LETTER 
a laurel crown, and his hair flowing gracefully over ——~ 


his purple robe "*". Before him was carried the moft 
valuable part of the booty taken from the enemy, and 
behind him marched his troops, both horfe and foot, 
completely armed, and ranged in their feveral divi- 
fions, hymning the Gods in the fongs of their coun- 
wy". 


Tuus attended, Romulus entered his conquering 
city, amid the acclamations of the Roman people, who 
came out to congratulate him on his fuccefsful expe- 
dition ; and who had furnifhed tables with all kinds of 
victuals, and with bowls full of wine, for the refreth- 
ment of his army. He afcended, in victorious procef= 
fion, the Saturnian, named afterward the Capitoline 
Hill; and offered to Jupiter Feretrius, or the Trophy- 
bearer, the {poils of the king of the Ceeninenfes, which 
he had feifed, as already obferved, with his own 
hand". Such, my Lord, was the firft example of 
the celebration of the magnificent folemnity, which the 
Romans called a Triumph; which was claimed, after 
victory, by the Roman kings and generals, and proved 
a {trong incentive ¢o valour and conduét in war. 


Bur the inftitution of the Roman triumph was not 
the only confequence of Romulus’s victory over the 
Cazninenfes. His conqueft of that people and their 
territory gave his policy room to difplay itfelf. And 
it was worthy of a prince, who afpired at extenfive do~ 
minion, and of a mind formed in more liberal times. 
He neither, like the Afiatics, put to death the enemies 

rx. Dion. Halicarnaff, lib, ii. cap. xxxiv. Plat. Fit, Romul. 

152. Id. ibid.’ 

313. Liv. lib.i. cap. x, Plut. et Dion. Halicarnaff. vbi fup. ‘Thefe 
fpoils, taken by a Roman commander from the king or general of an 
‘enemy, were called Opims Spolia, aad were efteemed more honour- 
able than any other, 5d, ibid. 
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PARTI. he kad forcibly fubdued, whofe capital he had vio- 


lently entered, nor made flaves of them, like the 
Greeks; but, after obtaining the coafent of the fenate, 
he admitted them to all the privileges of Roman citizens, 
and gave them the liberty of removing to Rome, or of 
remaining in their own country, as they fhould think 
beft "4 


‘Tree thoufand of the Ceninenfes chofe to remove 
to the Roman capital, with their wives, children, and 
effects; the produce of a portion of their lands being 
fecured to them. And Romulus fent into their coun- 
try a colony of three hundred Romans, among whom 
he divided, by lot, the third part of the Cxninean 
territory; in order that they might incorporate with 
the remaining natives, and preferye their obedience **. 
‘The Cxninenfes, who had removed to Rome, he im- 
mediately incorporated with the Roman tribes and 
Curia '®, And the fame wife policy, as we fhall 
have occafion to fee, was regularly purfued by the 
Romans, until they had made themfelyes mafters of 
the fineft part of Italy. 


‘Ture valiant and politic king of Rome had foon 
need of all his acceflion of ftrength. The Antem- 
nates had paffed the Roman frontier, while he was 
engaged in celebrating his viétory; and the Cruftu- 
minians alfo were ftill in arms, Romulus, with a 
chofen body of men, marched firft againft the An- 
temnates ; defeated them in the field, and took their 
city "7. He next attacked the Cruftiminians,' whom 
he likewife routed and conquered, though better pre- 
pared for refiftance*. And he treated both with 
the fame humanity and generofity, which he had-ex- 


114. Dion, Holicarnaff, lib, ii. cap, aay, 1g. 1d. ibid 
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tended toward the Crninenfes ; tranfplanting part of Lette 


his vanquithed enemies to Rome, and fectling Roman os 
colonies in their territories ™°. 


Tis clemency allayed ye and conciliated the 
affeétions of many of the {maller Italian ftates, which 
gladly come under the protection of Romulus ‘*°. 
But it had a different effect upon the brave and more 
powerful Sabines. They bJamed their rulers for the 
opportunity they had loft of crulhing the Roman am- 
bition in the bud, by joining in the general confede- 
racy; and having leagued thernfelves, as one people, 
under the conduct of Titus Tatius, king of Cures or 
Quires, the molt confiderable city of the Sabine na- 
tion, the inhabitants of the feveral cantons made vigo+ 
Tous preparations for war ‘**. 


Romutus, aware of his danger, folicited the affift- 
ance of his allies; called forth the whole force of the 
Roman ftate, and took every precaution that human 
forefight could fuggeft for the fafety of Rome, by 
raifing higher the wall of the city, and fortifying the 
neighbouring hills ‘**. But all his precautions proved 
ineffe€tual. The enemy, in confequence of a noftur- 
nal march, arrived unobferved at the foot of the Sa- 
turnian hill; and the fortrefs upon it, the citadel of 
Rome, was betrayed to them by Tarpeia, the gover- 
nor’s daughter$; who had been attraéted by the orna- 
ments of gold, which the Sabines wore on their left 
arm, and corrupted by the prefents or promifes, per- 
haps by the blandifhments, of Tatius their leader"? 
Amazep at this aé of treachery, but not inti- 
midated by the progrefs of the enemy, the Romans 

319. Td. ibid. Liv. ct ubifup. 130. Dion. Halicarnaff, ubi fup. 
Yar. Id. ibid. 122, Dion. Halicarnalf. lib. ii. cap, xexvii. 
133. Compare Liv, lib. i, cap. xi. with Dion. Halicarnafl lib. ii. 
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PARTI. flew to arms; and the Sabines, having now 2 place 


of refuge, in cafe of difafter, were not afraid to meet 
them in the ficld. The two armies accordingly en- 
camped in fight of each other, and feveral tharp en~ 
counters took place, without any decided advantage 
on cither fide '**. Thefe brought on a general engage~ 
ment, in which both partics exhibited aftonifhing feats 
of valour and prowefs. ‘The contelt for fuperiority 
Jong remained doubtful; but the Romans, though 
nearly equal in number, were at laft forced to give 
ground'**. The heroic efforts of Romulus, however, 
reftored the battle, and the combat was renewed with 
freth vigour **°. The Sabines, in their turn, had been 
compelled to retreat ; and victory feemed ready to de- 
clare for the Romans'*?, when a moving fpeétacle 
fufpended hoftiliries. 


Tue Sabine women, who had been feifed by order 
of Romulus, and who were become Roman wives 
and mothers, lofing the natural timidity of their fex 
in the paffions by which they were agitated, rufned in 
between the two armies, with their locks difhevelled 
and their garments rent; while the {pears were up- 
lifted and the darts flying, and begged their fathers 
and their hufbands, if neither tears nor entreaties could 
foften their obdurate hearts, to pour all their rage 
upon them, as they only were the caufe of the war. 
“Far better,” cried they, “ would it be for us to 
** perifh, than to live fatherlefs or widows'**.” Hof 
tile animofity was melted into pity at fuch an affe@ting 
embafly. Every feeling of humanity was awakened; and 
every nerve of aétion unftrung. The contending fol= 
diers refted their arms, yet dropping with blood, and 
thirfting for mutual flaughter. The rival kings con- 


x24, Dion. Halicarnaff. lib. ii. cap. ali. 

325, Liv. lib. i. cap. xii. Dion. Halicarnafl. Wb. i, cap, xxxvii—aliii, 
36. 447. Liy. vbi fup. 
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fented to a truce, which was followed by a conferences Ba 


and political deliberation cemented an alliance that 
fympathy had begun ***, 


Tue fathers of the Roman fenate, who had given 
their fandtion to the interpofition of the Sabine wo- 
men *°, moderated the ambition, and the youthful 
ardour of Romulus. The Sabines, a brave and power- 
ful people, were ftill at the gates of Rome; and if 
their prefent army fhould be cut off, they could af- 
femble another. The Sabine chiefs likewife faw their 
danger. They had to contend, for victory, with the 
Romans; a community of foldiers, who feemed de- 
termined, to a man, to conquer or die, 


‘Trese were ftrong arguments in favour of an ace 
commodation. But peace, it was forefeen by both 
parties, could not be lafting between two warlike na- 
tions, circumftanced as the Romans and Sabines were 5 
near neighbours, and rivals in power, as well as in 
glory. It was therefore refolved, to negociate between 
them a treaty of union. And fuch a treaty was con- 
cluded, and ratified, on the following honourable 
terms: That the Romans and Sabines fhould thence- 
forth be confidered as one people; that Romulus and 
Tatius fhould both refide at Rome, and be joint kings 
of the united nation; invefted with equal authority, 
and equal honours; that the city of Rome fhould pre~ 
ferve the name of its founder, and that cach individual 
citizen fhould be called a Roman, and the whole peo- 
ple Romans; but that the affembled body of the citi- 
‘zens, in their civil capacity, thould Be called Quirites, 
from Cures, the former capital of Tatius‘*'; that 


129. Id. ibid. Plat. Vit. Rome’. Dion. Halicarnaff. lib, ii. cap. alvi. 
130. Dion. Halicarnalf. lib. i. cap. xlv. 
13%, Thid. Row. Anti, lib. ii. cap. xiv. Liv. lib. i. gap. xiii. Plut. 


We. Kemi, Ff4 ‘fach 


Saeed 


| PART 1. fuch of the Subines, as were willing to fettle at Romey 


i might remove thither, and bring with them the 
f images of their Gods; and that they fhould be incor- 
porated with the Roman Tribes and Curiz"*. 


. ‘THe firft ftep taken by Romulus and Tatius, as 
joint kings of Rome, after difbanding their troops, 
‘was to augment the number of Patricians, from the 
moft illuftrious Sabine families, as the ftate had re- 
ceived a great acceflion of people; and to order the 
Curie to chufe, out of thefe new Patricians, one 
hundred new fenators, to be incorporated with the 
former body '"*. The two kings next enrolled, from 
the clafs of Plebeians, three centuries of horfe, or 
bodies of Roman knights '?*; the firft of which was 
called Romanenfes, frors Romulus ; the fecond Tati 
enfesy from Tatius * 5 and the third Luceren/es, from 
the Lucus or Grove, where the Afylum flood for the 
reception of refugees '?°. Thus was formed a third 
rank in the ftate, as well as three bodies of cavalry for 
its defence, 


As foon as Romulus and Tatius had completed their 
civil and military conftitutions, they enlarged the city 
| of Rome'?’; built feveral temples to the Gods they 
I had invoked during the war'?* 5 inftituted the feftival 
| called Afatronalia, in commemoration of the affec~ 
| tionate intexpofition of the married women, who had 


132. Dion, Haticarnaff, lib. ii. exp. xlvi. 433. Wd. cap. xlvil, 

/ 134. Liv. lib. L cap. xiii, 1am fenfible an artempt har been made 
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procured peace and union “*; and reigned with fuch LepreR 
harmony and vigour, for five years, that they kept a 


moft of the neighbouring nations in awe '*°. The only 
people who ventured to moleit them were the Came- 
rians, whom they defeated and conquered ; and be- 
caufe of a rebellion, liripped of al) their lands; tran 
planted the greater part of the inhabitants to Rome, 
and fenta Roman colony to inhabit the city of Ca- 
meria and its territory *', Cameria was a Latin city 5 
and the Camerians, like the Romans, were a colony 
from Alba. 


Tarivs, in the fixth year of his reign at Rome, 
was affaflinated by certain citizens of Laurentium ; in 
refentment of a robbery commitled by fome of his 
friends, whom he refufed to punifh or deliver up '*. 
Thenceforth Romulus reigned alone, and had full 
feope for the exercife of his warlike genius. He for- 
gave the Laurentes, however, for the death of Tatius, 
which he thought juftly merited '¥. But he fuffered 
no other injury to pafs unpunifhed. He chaftifed a 
revolt of the Camerians, conquered the Fidenates, and 
compelled the Veientes to fubmit to the molt humi~ 
liating conditions ; to deliver up part of their territory, 
and give hoftages in affurance of their future good be= 
haviour '**. Fidenze was a Latin, and Veii an Etrufcan 
city of great note, 


Renvereév arrogant by profperity, like moft mili~ 
tary leaders who have fuccelsfully profecuted conquett, 
Romulus difgufted his fubjeéts, both new and old, 
by his arbitrary adminiftration, after his vidtory over 


139 Ovid. Feflor ib.iii, Phat. Pit. Ramet: 
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PARTI. the Veientes. Regardlefs of the privileges, which cir= 





“—— = cumitances had conftrained him to grant to the Sabines, 


as well as to the Romans, he regulated all things by 
his own defpotic will'**. The fenate and affembly 
of the people were convened, as ufual, but only to ra- 
tify his abfolute commands "‘?, He divided the ceded 
Jands among his foldiers without confulting the fenate; 
and reftored the hoftages of the Veientes, contrary to 
the advice of that venerable body, and fupreme coun- 
cil"; affuming on all occafions the air of a mafter, 
and governing more like a tyrant than a limited mo- 
narch “*?, 


But the Romans were not to be fo governed. The 
free and independent fpirits of the Patricians revolted 
againft fuch domination. And the fathers of the fe- 
nate feeing no probability of being able to moderate 
the king’s authority, or to punith him, by legal means, 
for his abufe of power, fecretly formed, it is faid, 
a confpiracy, againft his life’. Great circurn- 
fpeétion, however, was neceffary for the execution of 
their violent purpofe; Romulus being in full pofeffion 
of the hearts of the foldiers, or younger citizens, the 
companions of his viétories, and whom he had trained 
to danger'’'. But accident, or interpofing Heaven, 
furuifhed the occafion, when little expected. 


Wurtte& Romulus was holding a gencral aflembly 
of the people in the neighbourhood of Rome, and 


~ multering the men fit to bear arms, which now 


amounted to forty./ix thoufand foot, and near a, thane 
fand borfe, the ky was fuddenly darkened, in con- 
fequence of an eclipfe of the fun, and a furious 


246. Dien. Halicaynalf. Wh. ii. cap. Wi. Plut, Fit. Romul 
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tempeft arofe, accompanied with thunder, lightning, LETTER 
and rain***. The affrighted multitude was quickly Cony 


difperfed. But the body of fenators clofed about the 
king, and inftantly difpatched him, as is fuppofed, 
and threw his body into a pit, or conveyed it to a 
diftance; for he was never more {een **, 


Wen the tempeft fubfided, the people returned to 
the ground on which they had formerly ftood, and 
anxioufly inquired after Romulus. The Patricians told 
them myfterioufly, ‘That he had difappeared in the 
ftorm; afcended on a flake of lightning, to take his 
place among the Gods; and, ashe had been a gracious 
prince to them, he would prove a propitious Deity **, 
The people retired in filence, and feemingly fatif. 
fied, 


But fome of the king’s favourites, having inquired 
more particularly into the matter, began to ftart doubts 
in regard to the reality of his afcenfion**. On this 
occafion, Julius Proculug, a fenator of great eminence, 
famed for his piety and probity, went into the Forum, 
and declared folemnly upon oath, in order to quiet the 
people, That Romulus had appeared to him, clad in 
armour of cceleftial brightnefs, and defired him 
to inform the Romans, That it had pleafed the Gods 
he fhould dwell with men, for a time, upon earths 
and having founded a city, which would prove the moft 
powerful and glorious in the world, they bad recalled 
him to heaven, whence he came*, Go, therefore, 
and tell the Roman people,” added the new divinity, 
according to the teftimony of the venerable Proculus, 
* that, by the exercife of picty, temperance, and for~ 

198. Liy. lib. cap. xvi. Plt. ct Dion. Halicarnalf ubi fap. 
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“‘titude, ‘they thall ateain to the higheft pitch of humart 
“ greatnefs; and that I, the God Quiatxus, will 
ever be propitinis ty them ‘57,” 


Tnis tale was readily believed by an ignorant, and 
confequently @ fuperilitious herd, united by their com- 
mon neceflities and crimes; trained in rapine, and pol- 
luted with blood. And taken in conjunction with the 
fkory of the divine generation of Romulus, it might 
have impofed on the credulity of a more enlightened, a8 
well as amore innocent people, who {tood Iefs in need of 
a friend in heaven; efpecially if we confider his com- 
manding micu, his tranicendent abilities, and heroic 
aétions. For no leader perhaps, in any age or country, 
ever raifed a ftate from fo low a beginning, to fuch a 
height of folid power, or maintained, in fimiliar cir= 
cumftances, fuch firm authority oyer fo multifarious 
and licentions a body of men. 


As Romulus left no fon to claim his feeptre, the 
Romans were now withou® a head. ‘The fenate, 
therefore, aflumed the adminiftration of government; 
but not as a body. The two hundred fenators, of 
Alban and Sabine extraction, were divided into twenty 
Decurixe; cach of which held in fucceflion, by lot, 
the {upreme authority for fifty days‘**. The whole 
Decuria, however, did not reign together; but each 
of the ten members of which it was compofed, being 
invefted, in his turn, with the enfigns of royalty, go- 
verned for five days *% 


‘Tuts new government, which lafled about # year, 
did not pleafe the people. They looked back with re- 
gret to the victories and the triumphs of Romulus, and 
longed for a royal leader, to conduct them again ta 

157. Ta. ibid, 458. Dion. Halicarnaff. lib. ij. cap. Iwi, Liv. 
Bb. i. cap. xvii. 4159. Id. ibid 
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conqueft, The fenate feeing their uneafinefs, and — 
the impoffibility of holding any longer the fupreme a 
power, defired them to clect a king". Pleafed with 

this condefcenfion, the people remitted the right of 

eleétion to the fenate *** : and that venerable body chofe 

for their future fovercign, Numa Pompilius; a 

Sabine by birth, diftinguifhed by his fanétity of man- 

ners, and renowned for his wifdom and piety ”*. 

He was about forty years of age’®?; of an unambi- 

tious character, and philofophic turn of mind, deeply 

fkilled in divine and homan Jaws ‘**; and although 

married to the daughter of Tatius, the late king, had 

never thought of removing to Rome, but lived on his 

own eftate, in the neighbourhood of Cures’, Nor 

could he be perfuaded, without difficulty, to quit his 
retirement, and engage in public affairs, though in- 

vited by regal honours ‘°°. 


Tue moderation of Numa exalted his chordter in 
the eyes of the Romans.. ‘They confidered his rclue 
ance to accept the kingly office, as a proof that he was 
truly worthy of it'*?. And it muft be owned, all 
things weighed, whether we regard circumftances orthe 
event, that he feems to have been the moft proper perfon Ant Che. 
for fuccecding to the fupreme power, at the time-he 
received the Roman {ceptre, (by the delegated authority 
of the people to the fenate, and the approbation of 
the popular aflembly) that human wifdom can cone 
ceive. Being a Sabine, he attached his countrymen 
morte clofely to the ftate of which they were become 
fubjects ; while his elevation to the fovercignty, from 
“a private ftation, quieted that jealouly and envy which 
‘would have been excited in the breafts of the fenators, 
as well Sabines as Romans, on the appointment of one 
ef; their own body to rule over them. 
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Tr the new king had poffefied the military talents 
of his predeceffor, the Romans might have rifen ritore 
rapidly to grandeur; but their power would have beet 
Iefs durable. The fabric of the ftate, compofed of 
difcordant materials, would foon have fallen to pieces, 
becaufe too haftily combined; and the-different people, 
that had been incorporated as Romar. citizens, would 
again haye formed independent cantons, under various 
leaders. The ftruéture raifed by Romulus required 
time to fettle and cement, before it could bear more 
weight. Aware of this, or confcious that he wanted 
the conquering, and all-governing fpirit of Romulus, 
Numa employed himfelf in ftrengthening and beautify- 
ing, without enlarging the political edifice :—and a 
Jong reign of perpetual peace allowed it to gather fta- 
bility. 


Numa began his pacific adminiftration with giving 
a regular form to the public religion, or ecclefiaftical 
polity of the Romans; blending it with the policy of 
the ftate, and connecting it clofely with morals. ‘The 
fubftance of his creed or theological fyftem was, 
That the Gods, an immortal race inhabiting the fky, 
the Creators and Prefervers of all things, are inti- 
mately acquainted with human affairs, and take cog= 
nizance of the aGions of men and of ftates; reward- 
ing the good, and punifhing the bad; and that no im- 
portant action, either public or private, ought to be 
undertaken without their approbation, declared by 
their minifters upon earth**. He accordingly inftis 
tuted a venerable fociety, or college of Augurs '?s 
who interpreted to the people the will of the Gods, 
by figns in the heavens, the air, the earth ‘7°: by the 

168. Cicero, de Legid, lib. ii, Bion. Halicarnaff, lib. ix, cap. Init, 
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fiying, the chirping, and the feeding of birds ‘"*; and LETTER 
who in confequence of their heavenly authority, could iy 
put 2 negative upon the moft momentous refolutions 

of the fenate or aflembly of the people ‘”*. . 


For this, and all his other pious conftitutions, 
Numa claimed the pofitive command of the Gods; 
who communed with him jn folitude, he aflirmed, 
by means of a cccleftial nymph, named Ageria‘”?. 
Thus inftructed and authorifed, the fage king ereéted 
atemple to Romulus, under the name of the God 
Quirinus, the guardian of the Roman flate ; and an- 
other to his reputed father, Mars ‘74; to whom the 
Romans were to owe their future fame, and by whofe 
fayour, through the mediation of his divine and dei- 
fied fon, they were to attain the height of empire. 


For the worthip of Mars, Numa inftituted an order 
of falant priefts, called Sa/ii'7*; the exercife of whofe 
funtion fhewed, that although he did not profecute 
war himfelf, he had views of diftant ambition, and 
wifhed, while he moderated the martial ardour of the 
Romans, to keep it alive for neceffary occafions. The 
Salii, confifting of twelve young men of the molt 
graceful appearance, chofen from the Patrician order, 
danced through the flreets of Rome during their 
folemr feftivals, richly dreffed and completely armed ‘7°; 
ftriking their fwords upon upon their thields, as if ine 
fpired with hoftile fury'7?. Thefe thiclds were called 
Ancilia, and the model from which they were formed 
was fuppofed to have fallen from heaven '”*; being a 
buckler which, no doubt, the pious but politic legifla- 

39%. Cicero, de Divinat. lib. ii. 
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PART © tor had fecretly procured, beacufe better fitted for de~ 
“~— fence in war, than any formerly in ufe among the Ro= 


mans. And the fafbion of which be took care fhould 
not be loft by rendering it facred, and getting many others 
made, by an ingenious workman, exaéfly to refemble 
ney, 


In order to bridle the warlike fpirit, which might 
be awakened by fuch an inftitution, and to prevent 
the Romans from rafhly engaging in hottilities, Numa 
built a temple to Janus °, or Political Pradence, re= 
prefented with two faces, looking different ways '** s 
examining, at the fame time, the paft, and probable 
future, and weighing the confequences to be hoped or 
feared from any public meafure. This temple was 
fhut in peace, and Teft open during war ***. 


Yer farther to curb the predatory difpofition of his 
people, and make them refpect the laws of equity, in 
entering into war with their neighbours, Numa infti- 
tuted the facred college of Feciales'"?; whole pecu- 
Tiar province it was, to take care that the Romans did 
not unjuitly commit hoflilities againfl any nation or 
ftate; and if any other people with whom the Romans 
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were in alliance, had violated engagements, to go as LETTER 
ambaffadors, and demand fatlfadton, in the Git TAY, 
place; then, if fuch fatisfaétion was refufed, to 
give their fanétion to the commencement of war, 
and boldly declare it in the name of the Roman * 
Senate and people **, The mode of denouncing holti- 
lities by the Feciales, and the whole proceedings on 
fach occafions, I fhall afterward have occafion to de« 

{cribes 


Att the other inftitutions of Numa were diated 
by the fame mild and honourable principles, and di- 
re€ted to the fame wife ends; the good of his fub« 
je&s, and the happinefs of the human race. Contfci- 
ous that the fecure poffeffion of private property, is 
effential to the encouragement of induftry among the 
people of any ftate, and contributes greatly to infpite 
alove of juftice, the guardian of concord, he made 
an accurate divifion of the lands of the Romans; and 
ordered every man to furround his own portion with 
aditch or furrow, and to fet up flones to mark the 
houndaries"*’: 


‘Thefe ftones he confecrated to Fupiter Terminali: ; 
and inftituted a folemn feftival, to be obferved an~ 
ually, by the whole body of the Roman people, 
in honour of the God fuppofed to prefide over 
thofe boundries or marches “*. And he at the fame 
time enaéted a law, which made ig Gorilege to de 
molifh or difplace any of the Termini or boundary 
ftones; and every perfon guilty of fuch crime, might 
be killed with impunity, by any one, and without the 
imputation of blogd; as a faarifice to the vengeance of 
the offended Deity *’. This law did not relate only 
to private poffeffigns, it comprehended alfo thofe of 
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"the: Mate; whichwere -likewife circumf{cribed within 

, obvious ‘boundaries,.and yplaced under the .guardian- 
Ship of the ‘Terminal God 5 that the territory of the 
Romans, thus protected, might be diftin€Hy feparated 
from that of the neighbouring nations, and the publig 
lands, from fuch as belonged to individuals *- 





Bur Numa was not fatisfed with teaching his fub- 
jects to refpeét the property of other men, by fecuring_ 
each in his own: he wifhed to make them not only 
juft in their aétions, but true to their word. He 
therefore ereéted.a temple, and inftituted facrifices, 
to-be performed at theipublic expenee, toFamn "9; * 
or truth in the :performance of engagements, and 
honefty in truft. 


‘Tix influence of this inftitution upon the charaéter 
of the Ronvans, both in:their public and private capa- 
city, was eminently confpicuous, and continued to 
diftinguith them above all other nations to a veryaid+ 
vanced ftage. oftheir political progrefs ‘°° 5 insfo much, 
that the faith of the ftate was preferved inviolate, and 
a Roman citizen paid as much regard to his word, or 
folemn engagement in private, as'to a’written' contract 
attefted hy witneffes'*'. Hence the memorable obfer~ 
vations of. ‘philofophical ‘hiftorian: That ;whereas 
amongtt the Greeks, aman in-office wag rarely to be 
found, whofe hands-were clean from public robbery 5 
it was no lefs rare, amorg the Romans, to difcover 
one-who-was ftained with the ctime. And that, in 
the courfe of their magiftracies and embaflies, they 
difourfed the -greateit fums with inviolible honefiy, on. 
the fingle obligation of an oath’. And the moft 

188, Id. ibid. 
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ficted’ cath ‘a Roman ‘cotld “take was, “ By his 
Faith", - 


Arrer haying taken fuch effeétua! meafures for 
making ‘the Romans obfervant of juftice and good 
faith, it became incumbent on Numa to free the com- 
mon'people, as far as poffible, from the temptation to 
violate either, by furnifhing them with employment, 
and placing them above want. With this view, he 
divided the public territory of the fate, or the unap- 
propriated lands, which had been taken from the ene- 
mies of Rome, among the indigent citizens". ‘Thofe 
he planted in a certain number of Pagi or Villages; 
over each of which he appointed a magillrate, whofe 
peculiar province it was to infpect the cultivation of 
the lands in his own diftri@; and by reprimanding 
and punifhing the flothful hufbandmen, to {timulate 
them to greaterinduftry ; while the labours of the dili- 








gent were rewarded by the king, with Shingle : 


marks of his favour and approbation 


‘Test agrariaa regulations were attended with the 
moft beneficial effects. The Romans became as frue 
gal and induftrious, as they were faithful and juft, 
and many of -them learned to prefer the fober plenty 
acquired by agriculture, to the precarious afluence of 
a military life °°. Inftead of being the terror, they 
grew the admiration of their neighbours; who oftea 
employed them as mediators of their differences, 
during this peaceful period. And all the adjacent 
fates frequently put an end to their moft important 
difputes, by fubmitting them to the arbitration of 
Numa’. The good old king, who was ‘worthy of 
fuch confidence, died in the forty-third year of his 
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tranquillity in which he had lived ; and univerfally re~ 
* fpeéted and regretted over Italy "9", 
Burr great as the veneration was which the Romans 


had for the memory of Numa, they chofe, as his fuc~ 
ceffor, a perfon of avery differentdefcription. Tullus, 


Ann, Rom. Hoftilius, an opulent Patrician, of a bold and enter= 


34, 


prifing character, the grandfon of one of the firft Ro- 
man heroes, was cleéted king by the people ; confirmed, 
by the fenate, and declared by the augurs to be worthy 
of the fupreme dignity, in the eye of Heaven‘. 
And it muft be admitted, that the choice was worthy 
of approbation, in the eye of human policy. The 
Romans now ftood in need of a warlike king. 


Is the pacific reign, and mild adminiftration of 
Numa, had foftened the manners of his fubjeéts, and. 
given ftability to the Roman flate, by promoting agri« 
culture and the arts of civil life, the neighbourin, 
ftates had alfo gathered flrength; and if their hoflile 
animofity was abated, their jealoufy was not cxtin- 
guithed. Alba waseven become jealous of the growth 
of her own colony***. And Alba, though inferior to 
Rome in power, was {till confidered as the capital of 
the Latin nation, of which the Romans were a branch. 


198. Plut. Fit. Noma. Dion. Halicarnsff. ubi fup. Plutarch bellows _ 
great praife upon an inftitution, by which Numa divided the Roman 
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cefiful, Phut. ubi fp. 
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For'the elucidation of thefe matters, fome retrofpedt 
will be neceffary. 


Romutus, on the death of his grandfather Nu- 
mitor, did not claim the Alban fceptre, though lineal 
heir to the kingdom; but in order to conciliate the 
favour of the parent-ftate, he left the adminiftration of 
government in the hands of the citizens*”. And 
they are faid to have chofen an annual chief magi- 
ftrate, vefted with regal powers ***. 


Im confequence of this indulgence (for as fuch it 
feems to have been regarded by Romulus, as head of 
the more potent and warlike ftate) a treaty of friend- 
fhip was entered into between the Romans and Al- 
bans ; by which it was ftipulated, That, in cafe of any 
injury, neither party fhould feek redrefs by arms, but 
apply to the other for juftice. And ifthat was denied, 
that the treaty fhould thenceforth be confidered as 
void, and war a neceffary evil *°?. 


Dorin the fubfequent part of the reign of Romu- 
lus, and the whole reign of Numa, no complaint or 
injury appears to have been made by the people of 
cither ftate, But no fooner was the Roman [ceptre be- 
ftowed upon Tullus Hoftilius, than mutaal injurics 
took place, arifing from mutual jealoufy; the Albans, 
who were the aggreffors, founding their claim to the 
fovereignty of Latium on their greater antiquity, and 
unmingled blood; the Romans, on their fuperior 
power **, And all attempts to accommodate thof¢ 
differences proving ineffectual, both partics took the 
ficld***. The Albans, however, diffident of their 
frength, ftudioufly avoided an engagement; and at 

20r. Plat. it. Nume, 20%, Dion, Halicarnalf. lib. v, cap. Ixsiv- 
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in order to fave the effufion af blood, it waa 


agreed, That three champions, on each fide, thould 
decide abe conteft for empire *°*, 





‘Tuts agreement was no fooner made known to the 
two armies, and ratified by them, than a violent emu-. 
Jation arofe among the young warriors, in cach, for 
the honour of contending in the important combat. 
And the pretenfions of rank, of valour, and of ftrength, 
were fo many, that it feemed both difficult and 
dangerous, for either the Romans or Albans, to give 
a preference, by naming any three competitors for 
glory**’. From the dilemna occafioned'by thofe pre- 
tenfions, however, they were happily relieved by Mu+ 
tius Fufetius, the Alban general. He recolicéted that 
two fifters, Albans by birth, one married to Curatius, 
an Alban citizen, the other to Horatius, a citizen of 
Rome, had each brought forth, at one labour, three 
male children, now arrived at manhood, and dliftine 


guifhed by their mental and perfonal accomplithe 
ments **, 





‘TuEsx young men Fufetius thought deftined by the 
Gods to determine the difpure between Rome and 
Alba. He, therefore, demanded a conference on the 
fubjeé&t with Tullus Hoftilius, the Roman king and 
commander, who readily adopted the fame idea **. 
‘The Roman fenate and the two fathers gave their cone 
fent; and the Horatii and Curatii, proud of the hof- 
tile diftinétion conferred upon them, though clofely 
united by the ties of friendthip as well as of kindred, 
bravely joined battle in fight of the two armies, in a 
plain between ltt two camps**°. 
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‘Tae combat long: remained’ doubefuly aud: was’ cree ; 
AiRinguithed by various turns of fortunes At Jengeh: 3. 
vidory feemed to declare in favour of Alba; two of 
the Horatii being flain, and only one of the Curatii. 

But the ferviving Horatius, having received nowouml, = ¢ 
Slew his two antagonifts, one after, another, by retrent~> 

ing as;they-advanced, and geined. a complies niumph» 

to Rome*"’, 


In confequence of this event, ahd a folemm treaty 
by which the-combat, had been preceded, Fufetius 
falated Tullus Holtilius as isis fovereign, om the field 
of victory ; and afked, What commands he thought pro- 
per to impofe upon him, as the leader of the vanquifh- 
ed?—* T command you,” anfwered the king of Rome, 
* to keep the Alban youth in readinefs to march at my 
orders, in cafe 1 fhould find occafion to make war upon 
the Veientes*'*” After that acknowledgment, and. 
this act of fovercignty, the two armies feparated, and. 
each returned homes the Albans to mourn their humi+ 
liation, the Romans.to celebrate their triumph *\’, é 
But the public joy of the victors was dathed with 
private forrow, and their triumph ftained with guildefs. 
blood, . 


‘Wuew young Horatius, named Marcus, approached 
the gates of Rome, loaded with the fpoils of his vane 
quifhed antagonilts, he was met by his fifker, who had 
been-promifed in marriage to onc of the Curatii; and 
who, forgetting thedelicacy of her fex, and her condition 
asa bride, had anxioufly mingled with the crowd of 

« appltuding fpeétators. On {ceing her brother cloathed 
in.an embroidered robe, which fhé had wrought for 
fer lover, and in which he was to hate been dreffed 
on their nuptial day, fhe burft into.tearss thewildly 
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cae “tore her hair; atidin the anguith of her heart, keenly 


Bere eeproached the exulting conqueror with the murder of 
his near kinfman, and her bridegroom *" 


“ Try bridegrédm ! oe ‘exclaimed Mareus Horatius 5 
“ O fifter, loft at once to virtue and to fhame! haft 
“though no regard for the blood of thy brothers, or 
“the glory of thy country ?—Go then,” faid ‘he, in 
the heat of his patriotic indignation, “ go to thy bride~ 
“groom !” drawing his f{word, and fheathing it in her 
Breaft; * go! and carry with the a degenerate paffion, 
“which has led thee to difgrace thy family, and fully 
the fplendour of this illuftrious day. Begone! and 
* fo perifh all, who weep at the death of an enemy of 
® Rome ii 


Oxp Horatius, their venerable father, thongh deeply 
ftung with grief, entered into the feclings of his he= 
roic fon; and was fo far from refenting the death of 
his daughter, that he would not permit her body to 
‘be buried in the fepulchre of her anceftors, or her fu- 
neral to be honoured with the ufual folemnities ***. 
Tullus Hoftilius, however, found himfelf under the 
neceflity of bringing the victorious champion to 
trial, for the violence he had committed. Marcus 
Horatius was accordingly citedbefore the tribunal of the 
Daumviri, the proper judges of fuch crimes; and they 
éondemned him to lofe his life, and ordered the Li€tors 
to bind his hands*'7. But he, by the advice of the 
king, appealed to the affembly of the Roman peo- 
ple. And they repealed the fentence of the Du- 
umviri, in confideration of the, circumftances of the - 
criminal, rather than out of lenity to his crime™*; 
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efablithing, by that precedent, their right of judging LETTER 
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ultimately in capital cafes. 


‘Tue fubfequent part of the reign of Tullus Hofti- 
lius was {pent in perpetual warfare. During the cone * 
teit between Rome and Alba, the Fidinates had been 
encouraged to throw off the Roman yoke; and they 
took the field foon after in conjunétion with their 
allies, the Veientes, in order to affert their indepen- 
dency “°. The king of Rome, determined to reduce 
them again to fubmiffion, affembled his army; and 
being joined by his friends and confederates, marched 
againft the enemy ; gave them battle near Fidenw, and 
gained a complete victory over them, notwithftending 
the treachery of ‘Mutius Fufetius, the Alban general ; 
who took no fhare in the engagement, and intended to 
have joined the Fidenates, if they had been fuccefsful, 
or if he had found an opportunity, while the fortune 
of the day remained doubtful*®. This treachery 
proved fatal to Alba. 


Tuttus Hoftilius, who had difcovered the purpofe | 
of the Alban general in the beginning of the a@iion, 
and prevented its operation by keeping a watchful eye * 
upon him at the fame time that he encouraged the 
Romans to maintain the ftruggle for victory, by affur- 
ing them he had direéted the Albans to take their fta-° | 
tion at a diftance, with a view of furrounding the 
enemy **'; Tullus did ‘not fail to concert meafures for 
punifhing the traitor and his accomplices. As amark 
‘of feeming confidence, he commanded Fufetius to 
» purfue the flying enemy, and to ravage their coun- 
try***.. Meanwhile he, in perfon, made known to 
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the Romar fenate: the treachery of the Albans; and: 
took, with the fage fathers, a refoluttion how to. 263, 





In confequence of that refolution, Trllus Hoftilias, 
‘on his return to the camp, reproached Fufetius with 
his bafenefs, in prefence of the two armies; ordered 
the Liétors to feize him, and bind his legs and arms 
to two chariots; which, being each drawn by two 
orfes, and driven ig oppofite directions, tore him in 
pieces***. His principal accomplices were alfo put 

Act. Chr. to death. ‘Phe city of Alba was utterly deftroyed, 
‘Anu, Rom, but-without injury to the propercy-of the inhabitants 5) 
+9% and the Albans were tranfplanted to Rome, and ine 
corporated with the Roman tribes and Curie **, 
‘The Juli, the Servilii, the Curatii, the Quinaiii; the 
Cloelii, and fome other families of diftinétion, were 
even taifed to the rank of Patricians, and admitted. 

into the fenate **°, 


‘Tuis great acceflion of people, in confequence of, 
the diffolution of the Alban (late, enabled Tullus 
Hoftilius to carry on war iuecefsfully againft all his 
hoftile neighbours. As foon as he had provided his 

+ new fubjects with accommodation, by enlarging. the 
city of Rome, he reduced the capital of the Fidenatesy 
and obliged them to fubmit to fich conditions as he 
ehofe to impofe upon:them**?. He humbled: the Sax, 
Pines, who were ftill a powerful nation?" ; though 
the kingdom of Cures, as formerly related, had be= 
come part of the Roman: territory, and its people 
Roman citizens: He aflerted his fovervigney over the 
Latin cities, which had been fubjeétto Albay ‘and 
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Haticarnail, lib, iii. cap. xxi. 225. Diot, Halicareadl, 
ib, ii, exp. wer—senii, Liv, libsi. cap, eax. faa6. Liviisid, 

227. Dion . Malicarnafl whi. fup. 

a8. Liv. lib. i cap. xxx, Diom, Halicarnall, lib gil. cop xvxiii. 

come 


compelled pitas a ine! war, to, acknowledge. 
their dependence on Rome***. But he did not live, 
Jong to enjoy the fruits of his victories. When he had 
thus exalted the Roman power by his conquering arms, 
and given ftability to it by his vigorous adminiftration, 
he perithed, with all his children and domedtics, ina 
fire that confumed his palace *#°; leaving behind him 
the reputation of a politic and warlike prince, equally 
refolute in the execution, and cautious in engaging in 
any enterprife, 


‘Tuntus Hoftilius was fucceded in the government 
of Rome by Ancus Martius, the grandfon of Numa 
by a daughter, He was invefled with the enfigns of 
royalty by the unanimous voice of the fenate and peos 
ple, and approved himfelf worthy of their choice. 
Like his grandfather, he was a prince of a mild and 
moderate difpofition, and a lover of the arts of peace. 
He accordingly endeavoured to revive among his fube 
jeéts a profound refpeét for the worlhip of the Gods, 
and a tafte for agriculture, which had declined dur- 
ing the late hoftile reign". But although naturally 
difpofed to peace, and defirous of cultivating its ad~ 
vantages, he was not afraid of war. And fortunately 
for his people, he did not want abilities to conduct it 
with fuccefs, His firft war was with the Latines. 


Ascrisine the moderation of this pacific prince ta 
want of courage, the Latin cities entered into a confow 
deracy, and refufed to acknowiedge the authority of 
Rome; pretending they had fubmitted to the arms of 
Tullus Hoftilius, but not to the fovereignty of the 
Roman ftate***. ‘They even ventured to make incurs 
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We so fue WissoRyY oF 
PARTI. fions into the Roman tertitory*?*. They found theme 
— felves, however, deceived in the charaGter of Ancus 

Martius. No fooner did he fee that war was become 
neceffary, than he took the moft judicious and vigorous 
meafures, for carrying it on with effet. But he did 
not commence hoftilities until he had convinced his 
fubjeéts, his allies, and even his enemies, of the jufte 
nefs of his caufe, 


‘ 

Fon this purpofe, he affembled the college of Feci- 
ales, according to the religious forms prefcribed by his 
pious anceftor, Numa; and they having given their 
fanétion to the war, in cafe fatisfaction was denied, de~ 
puted one of their body, clad in his official robes, and 
bearing the enfigns of his holy dignity, to demand 
fuch fatisfaction, in the name of the Roinan fenate 
and people***. That facted meflenget, called Pater 
Patratus, declared the object of his mifhon on the 
frontiers of the Latin territory ; at the gates, and in 
the market-place, of the firft city that he entered; 
conjuring the people, in the name of Jupiter, to give 
ear to his juft demands **. On thofe demands being 
refufed, after he had waited the legal number of days, 
about thirty, he took his departure with a folemn pro- 
teftation, in thefe awful words: “ Hear, O Jupiter ! 
“and thou, Juno! Quirinus, and all ye Gods of 
“ Heaven, Earth, and Hell, hear! I call ye to witnefs, 
® That the Latin nation is unjuft, and void of faith. 
“ We will, therefore, hold deliberations at Rome, on 
“the means of procuring redrefs for fuch breach of 
treaty 3°.” 


In confequence of thofe deliberations, which were 
conduéted with great formality, The Pater Patratus 
was again fent to the Latin frontier, but vefted with a 
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very different character. He carried in his hand a 
fpear tinged with blood; and uttered, in prefence of 
witnefles, the following denunciation of vengeance :— 
“ Becaufe of the wrongs committed by the Latin na~ 
tion againft the Roman ftate, the Roman fenate and 
“people have refolved to declare war againft the 
“Latines; and I and the Roman people,” cried he, 
declare and begjn it !’’—And he threw his {pear into 
the hoftile territory ®”. 4 


Havinc thus vindicated himfelf, in the fight of 
Gods and.men, from the imputation of wanton vio- 
Jence or ambitious views, Ancus Martius led his army 
into the field; reduced fucceffively many of the Latin 
cities, and tranfplanted the inhabitants,to Rome, which 
he greatly enlarged for their accommodation: and 
after a vigorous ftruggle for dominion, maintained for 
feveral years, he gained a complete victory over the 
whole Latin nation **. He next humbled the Fide- 
nates, who had revolted along with the other Latin 
cantons; and he compelled their old confederates, the 
Veientes, to relinquith a valuable territory, containing 
falt pits, near the mouth of the Tiber, where he 
built the city of Oftia, which became the fea-port of 
Rome™*. Nor did the hoftile Sabines efcape his juft 
refentment ; or the predatory Volfci, an independent 
and fierce tribe af the Aborigines, who had never felt 
the force of the Roman arms ***, 


Iw the profecution of thefe wars, Ancus Martius 
had been much indebted for his fuccefs to the valour 
vand Gonduét of Lucius Tarquinius, his general of 
hhorfe, who fucceeded him in the government of 
Rome**'. This king, commonly known by the name 
437. Td. ibid. 238. Liv. Jib. cap. xxiii, Dion. Holicarnaff. 
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Corinthian meréhait, who had fettled in Etruria, and 
there married a’woman oF ‘an fihiftidus 'fainilly so 
‘The wealth and’ talehts‘of tle fn, Who ‘tetnoyed ‘to | 
Rome ‘jn early mahhood, procured him, ‘among the” 
Romans, ‘that rank and thofe honours which he had 
defpaired of attaining in His native county, and'at ait” 
raifed him to the fupreme power **, ‘Attd-his eondue 
during his whole reign, both in civil and military 
affairs, was fuch 33 ‘fhed alee upon his exalted 
fkation. 






As Tarquin. had'owed Nis devation to the péds 
ple, he began hié adminiftration with a popular at, 
He created an ‘hunted new fenators, chofen from 
the body of Plebeians'*** ; having firlt raifed them to” 
the rank of Patticians, in of to obviate all objections 
agaitift the legality of fuch a meafure ***; fo thiat the 
Roman fenate now confiled of three hundred mem= 
bers; a number at which it contiiued “for ‘feveral ’ 
ages. 


‘Wren the new’king'hiad thus ftrengthened his cit 
authority, he protécded to the exctéifé of thofe miti<’ 
tory talents, which "had firft lifted him ‘to diftinétion’ 
among the Romans. His predeceffor had left the war 
with the Latines unfinifhed. ‘Lhey had been vanquifh> 
ed, but not fubdued. Tarquin refolved to reduce 
them under the dominion of Rome; and he accoms 
plifhed his purpofe by vigour and perfeveranco, in 
fpite of their bravelt efforts, though powerfully fe- 
conded by the Sabines.and Etruftans***, Lhe Latines 


Ags. 1A. ibid. et Liv. lib. i. cap. xxxiv, 

a43- Dion. Halicarmall, et Liv. ubi fup. “ 
244. Dion. Halicarnafflib. iii. capeleviii. 24s. Wd. ibid, 
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Romans**?. 


But the Romans had other enemics to contend 
with for dominion. The Sabines and Etrufcans were 
fill'in arms. ‘Tarquin, «by'a ftratayem, divided their 
forces ; took both:camps, by cutting off all communi- 
cation between them, and routed both armies with 
great laughter +#*. The Sabines, difcouraged'by their 


lofs, perhaps jealous of their allies, fued for peace 5 - 


and a truce of fix years was grantedthem**. The 
pride of the Etrufcans withheld them from fubmit. 
fion,.and their power im{pired them with confidence. 
"Their martial fpirit was rather roufed than humbled, 
by thedefeat:they had fuffered. . 


- dir ithe Veierites, one of the twelve tribes into which 

the Etrufcans were. divided, had been able alone to 
difpute the field with the Romans, it was prefumable 
that the whole united nation could not fail to refill the 
arms, and fet bounds to the ambition of that afpiring 
people. A‘hoftile confederacy was accordingly form- 
ed. among the twelve Lucumonics or cantons of Etru~ 
via, at a general afiembly or national council; in 
which \it was decreed, That dhey fhould make war 
upon the Romans with their combined forces; and 
that, if any:canton did not take part in the war, it 
fhould receive no affitance from the army of the con~ 
federates *°. 


Tw confequence of this confederacy, the Etrufcans 
affembled their forces, and paffed he Tiber; took 
Fidenw, invaded the territory of Rome, and returned 
home loaded with plander***. But this infult did not 

247, Witid, 248. Dion. Halicarnall, Wb. ili. cap. Iwi. Iviie 


249. Id. Rom. Antiq. lib. ii emp. Avil, ago. 4d, ibid. 
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FART I. pafs unrevenged. Tarquin entered Etruria early next 
campaign, at the head of a Roman army ; vanquifhed 
the enemy in a great battle; ravaged their country, 


and retook Fitlense **. 


Tue Etrafcans again affembled their forces, after 
the lapfe of fome years, and were again defeated by 
the Romans in another great battle, when preparing 
to pafs the Roman frontier**?. Now convinced of 
their inability to Contend for empire with Rome, 
while governed by fo warlike a king, they fent deputies 


{som their feveral cantons to treat of peace *#*. 


Tar- 


quin mét their advances with generous magnanimity. 
We told them, That he wifhed neither to deprive them 
of their poffeffions, to fetter them with garrifons, op- 
prefs them with tributes, or to change the form of 
their government. But he expedted they would yo- 
luntarily grant, what 'the fortune of war had enabled 
him to force them to yield, the {overeignty of their 


cities ***, 


Havinc received this anfwer, the deputies retired 5 

and, after a few days, returned with the enfigns of 

*  fovereignty with which the Etrufcans were wont to 
inveft their own kings, who had the controul over all 

the twelve Lucumonies of Etruria; namely, a crown 

of gold, an ivory throne, a fceptre, on the head of 
which was the figure of gn eagle, a purple veit 
wrought with gold, and a‘ purple robe richly em- 
broidered***, Thefé regal ornaments Tarquin wore, 
with the confent of the Roman fenate and people-— 


and they were retained by all his fucceffors **7. * 


952. Dion. Halicarnall. lib, iii, cap. lix, 
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‘, Tut only Italian nation now able to difpute the LETTER 
field of glory with the Romans, was that of the Sabines. —*™DS, 
And the truce with this warlike people being now ex- 
pireds Tarquin was defirous of reducing them under 
his dominion, while the’ fpirits of his troops were 
elated -with conqueit, and before they had tafted the 
fweets of peace. Nor had he occation, with that 
views to force a. pretence for commencing hoitilities; 
or to provoke a quarrel. The Sabines, con{cions they 
had eneouraged and aided the Exfufeans, in their laft 
ftcuggle for independency, were no fooner made ac- 
quainted with Tarquin’s intentions, than they invaded 
the Roman territory*#» The ambitious and vatiaut 
king marched againit them with a cholen body of 
forces; defeated them, as they were di/perfed in plun- 
dering the country; took from all their booty, and 
drove them to their camp **%. 


‘Tne Sabines, however, were not ditheartened by 
that fevere check. Confiding in their ftrength, they 
remained firm within their entrenchments, until their 
broken traops had recovered from their con{ternation: 
Meantime the Roman army having been greatly aug- 
mented, advanced againft the invaders in order of bat- . 
tle. The Sabines did not decline the challenge. They 
boldiy ted out an army not inferior to Tarquin’s cisher 
in nunibers or invalour. But that prince far furpatfed 
their general in military Ikill. While both armies were 
fighting with defperate refolution, and the event of 
the day feemed doubtfwl, a Roman body of referve, 
which had been pofted ina concealed placc, appeared 
behind ghe Sabines, and ftruck them with terror. 
Thinking it a freth army, they fled if all directions 5 
and -being purfued, and-furrounded by the Romans, 
were almoft utterly cut off **°, Their camp was forced ; 
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prifoners, without ftriking.a blow **'. 


Tuovcn mortified at this difafter; the Sabine can. 
tons were not difmayed. Confidering their defeat a: 
the effec of ftratagem, rather than a proof of the fu. 
perior power or valour of the enemy, they raifed + 
new army, and fent it into the field under a more ex. 
perienced general + ‘Larquin marched againft the 
Habines, and offered them battle, before they wert 
prepared to receive him. ‘They were therefore obliges 
to act on the defenfive, and permit their country to bi 
ravaged; yet by their vigou rand perfeverance, the: 
protraéted the war to the length of five years. Atlaf 
colleéting the whole force of their nation, they re 
folved upon a final trial of ftrength*®. 


Tarquin, who had long fought for fuch an oppor 
tunity, embraced it with ardour. He met the enem: 
at the head of the Roman troops ; the Etrufcan auxilia 
ties he intrufted to the command of his nephew Aruns 
and thofe of the Latines to the conduct of Serviu 
‘Tullius, who became afterward his fon-in-law, an 
who was a man of tried courage and confummate pru 
dence ***. The Sabines alfo divided their forces int 
three bodies. And the battle that enfued was fierce 
obftinate, and bloody. 'The Sabincs maintained thei 
ground, with great firmnefs, from merning until th 
approach of night. But they were at length broke 
by the Romans, who occupied the left wing of th 
royal army, and routed with incredible flaughter*® 
Defpairing of being able any longer.to fupport the} 
independency, they now fent deputics to the -cor 
queror with propofals of peace ; and Tarquin grante 


a6r. 1a, ibid. 26a. Dion. Halicarnaff. ubi fop. 
265. 1d. Rows atig. lib, tis cap. Invie 264. Dion. Halicarna 
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them, on their fubmiffion, the fame favourable condi- 


tions, which his generofity had extended to the Etruf- CEs 


cans *°*, 


Havine thus brought under the dominion of the 
Romans all the neighbouring nations, this vitorious 
king devoted himfelf, durimg the latter part of his 
reign, to the arts of peace; and executed fuch mag- 
nificent public works, as have made his memory im= 
mortal. He built the great Circus at Rome; adorned 
the Forum with porticoes; furrounded the city with 
a fuperb wall of hewn ftone, and began the finking 
and building of the capacious common-fewers **7 ; 
which were finifhed by Tarquin Il. and have been 
ranked, by all fucceeding ages, among the moft ex- 
traordinary monuments of human Jabour ***. 


Bur all thefe civil and military fervices could not 
fave the firft Tarquin from the vengeance of private 
enemics. He was murdered, in the thirty-cighth year 
of his reign, by affaflins hired by the fons of Ancus 
Martius *”. Envious of his greatnefs, they feemed to 
think he had robbed them of their paternal inheritance 5 
though they could not fail to know, That the regal 
office in Rome was cleétive, not hereditary. 


‘Tre Romans, however, who detefted fuch an atro« 
cious action, as much qs they valued their conftitue 


266, Dion. Halicarnalf. ubifup. * 967. Id. Wib. iii, cap. Ixviil, 

268. Thefe fewers, through which the water and filth colleéted 
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tional rights, raifed to the fupreme power Serving 


| Tullius; the fon of a famous Latin captive, and fon- 


ir-law of the late king*7°. ‘This man owed his eleva- 


* tion partly to his own high charaéter; to his diftinguifh- 


ed ciyil and military talents, and partly to the intereft 
which he took in profecuting the confpirators, while 
he ated as guardian to the two grandfons of his illuf- 
trious predeceflor*7". OF thefe young princes I fhall 
afterward have ocenfion to {peak. 


Servius Tullius was no fooner feated on the throne 
of Rome, than he found himfelf involved in hottilities 
with the Etrufcans; who hoping to profit by the dif- 
orders, that followed the murder of Lucius Tarquinius, 
had refufed to acknowledge the fovereignty of the new 
king?’ The war-occafioned by this revolt lafted 
twenty years; in which period both parties made fre- 
quent incurfions into each other’s territories, and many 
battles were fought between them with great armies. 
But Tullius haying been victorious in all thofe battles, 
for which he was honoured with three {plendid 
triumphs, forced not only particular cantons, but the 
whole Etrufcan nation, at laft to fupplicate his cle- 
mency, and again fubmit to the Roman yoke*?".. He 
upbraided the deputies of the feveral cities with folly 
and breach of faith, in wantonly violating their engage- 
ments, and drawing upon their country fo many cala- 
mities. Yet he politically granted peace to nine of the 
twelve Lucumonies of Etruria, on the fame conditions 
preftribed by his predeceffor. But the Caeretani, the 
Tarquinienfes, and the Veientes, who had been the 
authors of the revolt, he punithed, by feizing their 
lands #74 
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Duane this tedious war, Servius Tullius eftablith- 
ed many civil inftitutions for the better government of 
the city of Rome, which he had adorned and enlarged, 
aswell as for the general good of the ftate. And along 
reign of forty-four years enabled him to perfect the 
plan of Roman polity. He began his adminiltration 
with dividing the {ately conquered Jands, or the une 
appropriated part of the public territory, among fuch 
of the Roman citizens as, having no lands of their 
own, were employed in cultivating the pofleilions of 
ethers *75. And he enaéted, among many ftatutes for 
the benefit of the poorer Piebeians, a Jaw which pro- 
vided, That no man thould lend money on the /iberty 
of the per/ons of freemen, as a fecuritys but that die 
property of the debtor should be deemed fuihicient fee 
curity to the ereditor *!*, 








Arrer Tullius had taken the{e meafures for the 
benefit of the commonalty, he made a new divifion of 
the free inhabitants or citizens of Rome, of all ranks, 
into four tribes or wards, inftead of three*"’. He at 
the fame time divided the Roman citizens, or free ine 
habitants of the country, into twenty-fix tribes *!" 5 
and built places of ftrength upon fuch eminencrs as 
could moft eafily be made defenfible, for the fecurity 
of the hufbandmen***, In thofe ttrong holds, which 
might be confidered as the citadcls of the Pagi or 
villages, the people of thg neighbourhood took fhelter, 

. on the appearance of an enemy *°. 


Ty yas the bufineis of the governors of fuch forti- 
fied places to take cognizance of theinduftry, as well 
as of the morals of the inhabitants, conformable to 
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PART L the laws of Nama’. Tullius ordered them alfo to 


colleét the taxes, and keep a regifter of the number of 
people, of all deferiptions, in their feyeral diftricts. 
And he appointed, for each Pagi, an annual feltival of 
great folemnity, called the Paganalia**. So high 
can we trace the appellation Pagan, which was after- 
ward employed, as we fhall have occafion to fee, by 
the firft Chriftians, to denominate the whole uncon- 
verted world, excegt the Jews. 


THE next inftitution of Servius Tillius was of yet 
more importance; namely, the Census,-which made 
the government of the Roman ftate as fimple and re- 
gularas that of a private family, and which was equally 
well calculated "for peace and war. He wifhed to 
lighten the taxes upon the poor citizens, and give the 
rich an intereft in public affairs in proportion to 
their property*"?; a regulation which was become 
highly neceflary, and could not fail to be acceptable to 
hoth parties. For the poffeffions of the Romans hav- 
ing been originally almoft equal, every citizen was 
affeffed alike for the fupport of the ftate, and had an 
equal power of influencing its meafures, as we have 
feen, by his equal vote in the affembly of the people s 
though the poorer fort, by reafon of their indigence, 
were now in danger of being corrupted by the rich, 
and wanted the means of fulfilling their conftitu- 
tional engagements, cither jn a civil or military capa- 
city "4. 


As a prelude to fuch regulation, the wife and politic 
king ordered all*the Roman citizens, arrived at the 
military age, to infert their names in a public regifter, 
opened in the Forum; and to give in, upon oath, a 

281. Dion, Halicarnaff. lib, iv. cap. xv. 282. Id. ibid, 
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valuation of their property*"'. ‘They were alfo re LETTER 
quired to give in their own age, with the names of their __ oy 
wives and children; and to fpecify in what ward of 
the city, or diftrict of the country, they refided ***. 


Havine completed this regifter, or Cenfus of per- 
fons and poflefions, Tullius proceeded to the execu- 
tion of that great political plan, for which chicfly the 
Cenfus had been taken ; the proportioning of taxes to 
property, and connecting the intercfts of the fate with 
the opulence of its members. Actuated with thefe 
views, he divided the whole body of Roman citizens 
able to bear arms, amounting to about cighty thon- 
fand men, into fix claffes, according to the value of 
their property. The firft clafs confitted of citizens, 
whofe lands and effeéts exceeded the value of one 
hundred thoufand Afés or pounds of copper. This 
clafs was fubdivided into nincty-cight Centuries or 
companies ; fourfcore Centuries of foot, and cightecn 
of horfemen **7, 


Tue fecond clafs was compofed of citizens, whofe 
property was valued at feventy-live thoufand 4/és, 
and divided into twenty-two Centuries; the third 

* clafs, confifting of citizens whofe property was valued 
at fifty thoufand Afis, was divided into twenty Cen- 
turies; the fourth clafs, confifting of citizens whofe 
property was valued atewenty-five thoufand Ais, was 
divided into twenty-two Centuries; the fifth clafs, 
confifting of citizens whofe property was valued at 

_ eleven thoufand 4/fés, was divided into thirty Centu~ 

" ‘tiess and the fixth and loweft cltfs, which confifted 
of citizens whofe property was below the value of 
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sig eleven. shoufand. Aijis, formed -only one Genturyy , 
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though it concluded,a multitude of people ***. 


Tue citizens of all thefe clafies, except the laft, 
paid taxes in proportion to thcir property **%, and oc~ 
cupied their flation in the army according to their 
priority of.clafs; thofe ofethe firit clafs, between the 
age of feventeen and forty-five; being pofted in the 
fioat line; while thofe, above forty-five, were en~ 
tiufted with the defence of the city**°, The younger 
citizens of the {econd and third claffes held their fta- 
tions, in like manner, in the fecond and third lines, 
and the elder on the walis of Rome *, The citizens 
of the fourth clas, within the military ege, formed a 
body of referve; "and thofe of the fifth clafs aéted as 
light troops, out ef the line of battle ***, But the citi- 
zens of the fixth clafs were exempted from all taxes, 
and excyfed from all military fervice; Tullius confi- 
dering it as unreafonable, that men who were in want 
of the common neceffaries of life, or but flenderly pros 
vided, should be loaded with any affeffment. And he 
was not willing that men, who had nothing 10 lofe, 
fhould be entrulled with defenge pf the fate; efpeci- 
ally as they mufl, in fuch cafe, be maintained, like 


283, Id, ibid. ‘The value of the poupd of copper among the Ro- 
mans, in thofe early times, and its proportion to that of filver or gold, 
are fo doubeful, that it cannot, with certainty, be reduced to Englith 
money. Uihall, therefore, only oblere-, That by the 4 ix here to be 
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‘Tue Roman citizens of the fuperior claffes enjoyed, 
by the inftitutions of this fage kingy the fame priority 
in the public affembly, as in the army; in voting for 
the enacting of laws, or onthe refolutions concerning 
peace and war***, In that aflembly or Cumitia, the 
Romans no longer voted as fAdividuals, in theig 
feyerai Curix, but by Centuries ***; and as the firlt 
clafs confifted of ninety-cight centuries, which form. 
ed a majority of the whole one hundred and nincty= 
three, it had the power, as its Centuries were firlt 
called, of deciding ultimately upon every queftion, if 
unanimous ***, 

. 

Ir the centuries of the firft clafs difagreed, thofe of 
the fecond, the third, and of other inferior claffes, 
were called into vote. But there was feldom occafion 
to go below the Centuries of the third clafs*®? :—fo 
that, by this politic regulation, all public meafures 
came to be determined by the more confiderable citi- 
zens; who underftood the interetls of the {tate better,» 
and were lefs liable to corruption, or fubjeét to undue 
‘influence, than the lowér populace. That mode of 
voting, however, was afterward changed for one more 
-popular ***; the Centuries no longer being calied to 
give fuffrage in the ordg of their clailés, but by the 
drawing of lots ***. 


WueEx Servius Tullius had thus cltablifhed the 
“Cenfus, and the feyeral inftitutions tonnected with it, 
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» PART ‘he ordered all the Roman citizens to aflemble in armsy 


in the Campius Martins; alarge field in the neighbour« 
hood of Rome, and on the banks of the Tiber, which 
Romulus had dedicated to Mars, and there perform 
an expiatory facrifice to the God of war?°°, This fa- 
crifice, called Lufirum, continued to be regularly re= 
peated after the Cenfus, which was taken at the end of 
every five years°"'. Hence the Romans came to com- 
pute time by Luftrasions, as the Greeks did by Olym- 
piads. And by repeating the Cenfus, after fuch fhort 
intervals, they were at all times acquainted with the 
firength and refources of the ftate. 


ANOTHER inftitution was flill neceflary to perfect 
the fyftem of Roman polity. And it was not over= 
jooked by this tfuly fagacious and beneficent prince. 
‘The Romans, from maxims of found policy, had ori- 
ginally admitted into the number, and commnunicated 
the privileges of Roman citizens, as we have feen, to 
refugees from the neighbouring ftates, and to the pri- 
foners made in war, as well as to the people of feveral 
cantons which they had conquered. But when any 
of the vanquithed people rebelled, they were generally 
deprived of their lands, on being again fubdued, and 
the captives taken in war were {ubjeéted to the condi- 
tion of flaves***, Numbers of thofe captives, how- 
ever, had now obtained their freedom; fome by pur- 


chafe, fome as the recompenfe of long and faithful 
fervice *°?, 


Amon the flaves thus manumitted, were mapy men 
of high birth, tried courage, and diftinguithed talents, 
who could have contributed to the advancement cf 
any fate; but who, having no hare in the governmert 
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of Rome, might be confidered as its concealed ene~ be 
mics. Tullius therefore, with the confent of the , 
fenate, and the approbation of the people, paffed a 
Jaw, which gave thofe freedmen the choice of return- 
ing to their feveral countries, or becoming Roman 
citizens *°*, And fuch as embraced the latter alters 
native, were diftributed among the four city-tribes 7°. : 
This law continued ever after in force, and was fre= 
quently abufed by the Romans, efpecially in latter 
times, whem freedom and citizenthip were often the 
reward of the vileft fervices, and molt abominable 
proftitution, 





Te laft inftitution of Servius Tullius was no lefs 
worthy of praife than any of the former; and it gives 
usa very high idea of the extent of his capacity. Defi- 
rous of forming a grand confederacy of the Latin 
nation, refembling that of the Amphictyons in Greece, 
he invited deputies from the feyeral cities to mect at 
Rome ; and there explained to them his purpofe, ia 
prefence of the Roman fenate *°*. Having obtained 
their concurrence, and acknowledgement of Rome 
as head of the confederacy, he built. a temple to 
Diana on mount Ayventine, the higheit of the feven * 
hills, then inclofed within the walls of the city; aud | 
inftituted an annual feftival, and communion of fa- 
crifices for the whole people of the Latin name, with 
a general council or affembly 5° in which meafures 
fhould be taken for ntutual defence, and where all 
differences might be amicably adjufted*°?. He at the 
fame time compofed laws for regulating thofe matters, 

* and brdered them to,be engraved gn a pillar of brafs, 


304. Dion. Halicarnaff. whi fup. 305. Id ibid. 
306. Dion: Halicarnalf. lib. iv. cap. xxvi. 
go7. Id ibid., Livy (lib, i. cap. xlv.) has included the Sabines ia 
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THE HI STORY OF 
which were tobe fea i the temple of Dian, as late 


boas the reign of Auguitiis **, 


‘Wate this politic and moderate king was employed 
in taking thefe, and other wife meafures, for the fecu- 
rity and happinefs of his people, and had relinqui(hed 
to them every privilege net utterly inconfiftent with 
royalty; when he was ready to refign even royalty 


- itfelf, he was aflailineted at the inftigation of Lucius 


Tarquinius II. his ambitions fon-in-law, commonly 
known by the name of Tarqiir the Prouch who wfurped 
the government of Rome, and reigned with abfolute 
authority °°. That ufurpation was preceded by cir- 
cumftances fulliciently intcrefting to merit notice, 


Servius Tullfus, who had ated the part of a 
faithful guardian to the two grandfons of Tarquin I, 
married them, when they came of age, to his two 
daughters; Lucius, the eldeft, to his cldeft daughrer, 
and Aruns to Tullia, the youngeft. But unfortunately 
they happened to be ill matched. ‘Tullia, a woman 
of bold and infatiable ambition, therefore contrived, 
by poifon, to get rid of her hufband, who was a man 
of a mild ant unafpiring difpottion. Lucius Tarqui- 
nius, at her folicitation, alfo poifoned his wife, whofe 
gentle virtues did not fuit his haughty charaéter "°. 
‘Thus difengaged, the two fierce fpirits, who had be- 
fore indulged in a criminal commerce, were united in 
wedlock ; and to crown their atrocious guilt, made 
their way to the throne by the murder of the good old 
king", f 

. . 

308. Dion. Halicarnaff. ubi fup, 
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grt. Liv ubi fup. Djon Halicarsalf. Lib. iv. cap. xxxix. The par 


siculars of this horrid tranfaGion, as related by ancient hiftorians, are 
t00 fhocking for moderu ears. « 
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ANCIENT PUROFE, - a 


As Tarquin Il. founded. his title to the fupreme 
power on his being the grandfon of Tarquin I. and 
pleaded his hereditary right, as an apology for fecking A ‘aa 
to depofe, if not for aflaffinating Servius Tullius, he Aga _ 
no fooner faw himfelf poffefled of the Roman fceptre, *** 
than he acted as if he had been born matter of the | 
lives and fortunes of hisfubjects. Equally regardlefs . 
of the privileges of the Patricians, who had abetted 
his ambitious claim, and of thofe of the Picbeians, 
who had oppofed it, he direéted Sill things by his own 
arbitrary will, without citheir confulting the fenate or 
the aflembly of the people ***. 
Conscious that a dominion fo abfolute, over a 
brave and high {pirited race of’ men, jealous of their 
natural and conttitutional rights, coyld only be main- 
tained by force and fear, Tarquin paid peculiar atten- 
tion to the army, and to all the enflaving arts of def- 
potifm. For the fecurity of his perfon, he fupported 
a ftrong body of guards; compofed of the moft re- 
folute and daring foldiers, both natives and foreigners, 
that he could bribe into his fervice ; and who continu- 
ally furrounded his palace, or attended him when he - 
went abroad 4"?. He feldom appeared in public, until « 
he had firmly eftablifhed his authority ; and when he P 
* did, be affumed an imperious air, more calculated to 
infpire terror than love, which procured him the fur= 
name of Superbus?"*. He brought before his own ar- 
Ditrary tribunal caufes of all kinds; and fuch of the 
Patricians as had oppofed his cleyation, or were other- 
Ne obnoxious to him, faw themlelves, by means 
‘of falfe accyfations, co 2 death or banifh- 
"ment 3**; 


6 gta Livcliby i capealize "Dion. Halicarnalt. lib. iv. cap. ap 
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WHE HISTORY OF 


Tie Piebcians, at firlt, beheld with indifference 


—— thefe attainders and-executions, from which they were 


exempted; and feemed even to Sejaity in the fuffer- 
ings of their haughty fuperiors, as if they had hoped 
to fhare in the forfeitures and confifcations, while they 
confidered them as juft judgments, for the countenance 
the Patricians had fhewn.to the tyrant". But they 
foon found, that they alfo were become the objects of 
his jealoufy. He prohibited all thofe aflémblies, both 
in the city and country, to which they ufed to refort, 
for the performance of their religious ceremonics 5 
being afraid left a muititude of people, thus collected 
together, and connected by the common tie of re 
figion, might hatch fome confpiracy againft his life or 
throne #7. Nor was this all. Having felected from 
among the body <of Plebcians, fit for military fervice, 
fuch as feemed attached to his intereft, and ingrafted 
them into his army, he employed the greater part of 
the reft in laborious public works; in finifhing the 
Common Sewers begun, as we have feen, by his grand~ 
father ; in furrounding the Circus with porticocs, and 
jn building a magnificent temple to the three Great 
Gods; Jupiter, Juno, and Minerva; under one 
roof ?*", 


‘Tue building of that temple is faid to have been 
attended with a fingular circumftance. As the work- 
men were finking the foundations, on the Saturnian 
or Tarpeian-hill, they found deep in the ground, we 
are told, the head of a man, as if newly killed, from 
which.the blood flowed warm and frefh?"*. Alarmed 
at this prodigy, Tarquin ordered the workmen to leave 
oF digging, and confulted the footh-fayers concerning 
its meaning. The interpretation artfully given was, 

316, Dion, Halicarnalf, lib. iv, cap. alii, 317. 1d, ibid, 

938. Dion. Halicarnafl lib, iv. cap. xliv.xlv. Ixii, 
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ANCTENTEUROPE Gy” 


‘That the place where the Head was found fhould be: = 
come the bead of all Italy, and Rome the metropolis, YUE . 4 
of the univerfe*°, Hence the.Tarpeian was ‘called 

the Capitoline-bill, from the Latin word for a Head; 

and the temple built upon 3t, the Carton. . 


‘Waite thefe public rks were cartying on, Tare , 
quin was not-ina€tive. “Aware that a prince, who 
has: ufurped authority over his fellow-citizens, “and 
who exercifes it With a high hind, ftands in need? 
of foreign fupport, he began his reign with courting 
the frienidthip of theBatines. And through his pliant 
and: infidious policy,*in gaining Mumilius, the moft 
powerful man of the Latin nation, by giving him his 
daughter in marriage;'at the fame time that he brought 
to ruin and difgrace, by his treacheraus arts, Turnus, 
the only perfon of diftinétion who oppofed an alliance 
with him, he got all the Latin cities to acknowledge 
him fovereign of the nation; upon the fame condi- 
tions which they had yielded that dignity, firft to his 
grandfather, Tarquin I. and afterward to Servius Tul- 
Tius?**, 


‘Tus fupple and afpiring tyrant, next folicited and’ * 
+ obtained the friendfhip of the Hernici, an independ 
ent tribe of the Aborigines. He alfo fecured an alli= 
ance with two citi¢s belonging to the Volfci; but 
the great body of the nation fet him at defiance??? 
‘Tarquin, who eagerly longed for an opportunity of 
difplaying his ‘military talents, arid of leading thé 
Romans: againft fome of their old enemics, marched’ 
* an army into the hofijle territory; defeated the Volfet 
in the field ; took Sueffa, their moft opulent city, by 
ftorm, after an objtinate fiege, and collected an int 
‘26. 14%. ubi fup. Dion. Halicarnaff. lib. iy. cap. lee 
gat, Id. ibid. 434. Dion. Hali Lb. iv. cap, xle—alvilt. q 
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iBliers, fie ftsing ade the ast pare for the builds 


“Gag of the Capitol: “a 


He et 1 

Beroxe. Tarquin left. Sueffa, he received intels 
Tigence, that the Sabines had invaded the Roman ter- 
Titory, in two bodies, ad. werg laying: wafte\ the 
country. Leaying, his biggie ¢ gnd.the booty under 
a guard, he inftantly: marched pgainft the enemy. 
defeated their moft’ advanced badyssand obliged. the 
other to {urrender at difcretion **f Ang the Sabinesy 
having thus loft. their whole army, and feeing their 
country defencelefss fent deputies tothe conquetars 
and {ubmitted to fuch terms sae was pleafed to im~ 
pofe upon them.2** I 2h 


Now then on’ all fides, Tatquin retorned-itt 
triumph to Rome, loaded with the fpoils of shis vane 
quithed cuemies **’. But he had foon occafion again’ 
to take the field. bal “2G 
. ove ol 6 Seuieed a 

Tue people of Gabii, a Latin city, encouragedioy 
the Volici, and ftrengthened by a band of Romait 
refugees, threw: off the tyrant’s 'yokd defeated a bddy 
of his troops, and purfucd them ‘to ‘the gates of 
Rome**". Tarquin. aflémbled his forces; advaticed 
againit the invaders ;-and obliged them, after various 
encounters, to shut, themfelyes up within »the walls of 
their city °°. But theyngain:grew: formidable y:repeat=’ 
‘edly ravaged the Roman territory; :and being conftant=: 
ly reinforced with diffatisfied Romans, protraded thé: 
‘war to the length of feyen years, in defiance of all. the 

’ ‘bi. exp. Ti. : 
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molt vigorous efforts of ‘the tyrant to reduce them LETTER 
to obedience, bes 


TAarquix, however, got at laft pofleffion of Gabii; 
though not by the fuperiority of his arms, or his = * 
diftinguifhed military fkill, but by treachery. Sextus, 
his eldeft fon, pretending to defert to the enemy, was . 
admitted into their confidence; and being invefted 
with the command of their forces, delivered up the 
city to his father by night *",, Buf the politic tyrant . 
took no, advantage of this circumftance to the preju- 
dice of the Gabini. Qn the contrary, he treated them 
with the greatcft lenity; reftored to them their city 
swithout plundering it; fecured them i in the poffeffion 
of their lands, and admitted them allgo the rights of 
Roman citizens *?*. | ry 


Havinc now fully eftablithed his authority, as well 
over the Romans as the neighbouring nations, Tar- - 
. quin allowed his fubjeéts fome refpite from the toils 
of war. But he {till continued to harafs them with 
the execution of his great public works **. And the 
people of Ardea, a city of Latium, foon excited his 
jealoufy ; by affording an afylum to Roman fugitives, 
whofe refentment he feared; and they his avidity, 
by their riches, which he longed to pofie(s’"*. That 
city he invefted ¥*. But before he could make himfclf 


330. Dion, Halicarnalf. lib, iv. cap liv, 
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Solu Ate plea, fn intemperate Iuft of his fon, 
Sextus, threw all his affairs into confufion, and roufed 
the depreffed fpirit of the Romans to fentiments of 
liberty and vengeance. 


Sextus Tarquinius, the eldeft fon of the tyrant, 
whofe treachery to the Gabini thewed that he was ca- 
pable of any bafenefs, had lately become enamoured 
of Lucretia; a Roman lady of high birth, equally 
diftinguithed by Her beauty and virtue, and the wife 
of his relation, Colatinus*. Taking oecafion to 
vifit the city of Colatia, where fhe lived, while Cola~ 
tinus was in the camp before, Ardea, Sextus was re- 
ceived, and entertained as her hufband’s kinfman. 
After fupper he weiit to bed, and kept himfelf quiet 
gteat part of the night. But when he thought the fa 
mily afleep, he rofe; and drawing his fword, en- 
tered the room in which Lucretia lay, without being 
difcovered by any of her domeftics**’. On approaching 
her bed-fide, he laid his left hand upon her breaft, and 
made her acquainted with his withes, and the weapon 
with which he was armed ; threatening, at the fame 
time, to kill her, if the attempted to efcape, or offer- 
ed to.cry out **. Fam Sextus Tarquinius,” faid 

—“* be ftill, or you die !” 


Lucretia, though much alarmed, remained firm 
in her refiftance ; fo that Sextus had recourfe to en- 
treaties, and menaces in vai. Determined, however, 
to accomplith his purpofe, he fternly defired her to 
take choice of two conditions; of death with dif- 
honour, or life with happinefs. "For if you 
* to gratify my paflion,” whilpered he, “ 1 will make 
“ you my wife; and with me, you fhall enjoy all the 

336. Liv. lib. i. cap. viii. Dion, Halicarnaff, lib. iv. cap. Izv. 

337- Dion. HalicaraaS, ubi. fop. Liv. lib. i. cope lvili. 
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“ power and honours, which I poffefs; or have in a or 

« profpeét; the kingdom of Rome, and the fovergign- "| 
ty of Italy. But if you refufe to yield,.I will firft Aut Chr 
“kill you, and then ftab one of your male flaves ; and ‘a. 
“laying your bodies together, declare that I caught 

“you in his embrace, and flew you to revenge the 
“injured honour of Colattnus *¥°.’” Subdued by the . 
fear of fhame, Lucretia, who had fet at defiance the 
fear of death, fubmitted to the defire of her ravither 5 
and Sextus Tarquinius hayjng fa RRtiated his luft, re. 
turned-next morning to the camp, with the exulting 
air of a conqueror **°. 





‘Tue feelings of a beautiful ayd virtuous lady, thus 
difhonoured and abandoned, may eafier, my Lord, be 
conceived than defcribed. Lucretia, however, be- 
haved with compofure and dignity. Having dreffed 
herfelf in black, the ordered her chariot, and drove 
from Colatia to Rome. On entering the houfe of her 
father, Lucretius, fhe threw herfelf at his feet; and 
embracing his knees remained for fome time bathed in 
tears, without uttering a word. He railed her affec- 
tionately, and afked what misfortune had befallen her. 
“To you, O father!” cried the, “I Ay for ‘refuge, 

=“ under a dreadful and irréparable injury. In her cala~ 
 mities, forfake not your daughter, who has fuffered 
“ worfe than death ***,”” 


* Srruck with wonder’and aftonifhment, at what he 
heard and faw, her father defired her to explain the * 
nature of the injury fhe had fuitained. “ That,” 
“aid Diucretia} * you will know too foon for your peace. 
“In the meantime, afemble your friends and rela- 
tions, that they may, learn, from my lips, the fhame- 
“ful and fevere neceflity to which I have been com- 
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a pened to fubmits and that they may concert witls 
“-you,the means of revenge 3**.” 


Lvcrerivs, according to the defire of his daugh- 
ter, invited to his houfe, by a hafty meflage, tle moft 
confiderable of his kindred and connexiens in Rome, 
both male and female. _When they were affembled, 
Lucretia unfolded to them her melancholy tale, with 
all its crue! circumftances ; then embracing her father, 
and recommending herfelf to him, to all prefent, and 
to the Gods, the juft avengers of guilt, fhe drew a 
dagger, which the had concealed beneath her robes 5 
and plunging it into her breaft,‘at one ftroke pierced 
her heart **. The women, diftracted with grief, beat 
their bofoms, and filled the houfe with fhrieks and la- 
mentations ; whjle Lucretius embraced the bleeding 
body of his daughter, who expired in his agonizing 
arms 4, 


Tus awful fpeétacle filled all the Romans, who 
were prefent, with fo much horror, blended with com~ 
patlion, that they unanimoufly exclaimed, they would 
rather die ten thoufand deaths, in defence of their 
liberties than fuffer fuch abufes to be committed by 
the Tarquins***, Among the perfons of diftinétion,y* 
thus affected, was included Publius Valerius, after- 
ward furnamed Pudblicola, a man of great prudence and 
patriotifm. He was chofen to go to the camp before, 
Arded, in order to acquaint Colatinus, the hufband of 


* Lucretia, with her fare; and to endeavour, in con- 


junction with him, OSES ee aie 


Bur Valetius had hardly begun his journey, when 
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he met Colatinus coming to ‘Seale; yet ignorant of 
the misfortunes of his fimily; and with hime came 
Lucius Junius, furnamed Brutus, or the foo/, from the 
air of ftupidity, Which had hitherto marked his cha- 
raéter**?, That ftupid appearance, however, was 
only affumed by Junius : as amafk, to conceal his fu- 
perior talents from the jealous eye of Tarquin I. who 
had put to death his father, and his eldeft brother, as 
too powerful and highminded sgen, to fubmit to iis 
fyrennical government **, 


Tus hid in the difguife of folly, Brutus excited 
neither envy nor jealouty, while he only waited for a 
proper opportunity of recovering the Jolt Jiberties of 
his country. And no fooner did hé hear Valerius re~ 
late the unhappy ftory of Lucretia? than he lifted his 
hands and eyes to Heaven, and faid,  O Jupiter! and 
* all ye Gods, who fuperintend human 4ffairs, isthetime 
“ now come, in expectation of which I have fo long 
“ worne this humilating difguife ?—Has Heaven or- 
« dained, That the Romans fhall by me, and throngh 
« my exertions, be delivered from the accurfed tyran~ 


“ ny under which they groan “*?'—Having uttered, 


that ejaculation, he hafened to the houte of mourns 
ings where, finding the father and hufband of Lu- 
cretia funk in the deepeft forrow, he told them they 
would afterward have leifure to bewail her fate: they 
ought now to think of, revenging it *°. 


In confequence of this advice, a confultation was 
in@antly keld ; at which Brotus explained the caufe of 
the degrading charatter he had affumed, and prevailed 
upon Lucretius, Colatinus, Volerius, and their com- 
mon friends, to join in a refolution of expelling Tar- 
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“ plith this: ations muft !—And I my felf will be the 
“ firlt ator *'.” In fo faying, he fnatched ap the 
dagger with which Lucretia had ftabbed herfelf; and 
ftanding by the body, which was ftill expofed to view 5 
“ I fwear,” cried he “ by that*blood which was once 
fo pure, and which nothing bur the atrocious vil- 
“Jainy of Sextus Tarquinivs could have ftained—by 
« that once fpotlefs blood Icfwear, and I call the Gods 
to witnefs this my oath, That I will purfue Lucius 
 Tarquinius Superbus, his wicked wife, and all their 
“hated offspring, with fire and fword. Nor will I 
ever fuffer any perfon pf that family, while I live, to 
« reign at Rome ; but will perfecute, with unrelenting 
vengeance till death, “both the tyrants and their abet- 
* tors 3**.”” He next delivered the dagger to Colatinus, 
then to Lucretius, Valerifis, and their other friends, 
who all took the fame oath ***, 


Arter having entered into this folemen engage- 
ment, the facred band of patriots deliberated in what 
manner they fhould accomplith their purpofe, and what 
‘form of government they fhould eftablifh, if their ge- 
nerous ¢fforts were crowned with fuccefs. Thele 
points alfo being fettled to their mutual fatisfaction, 
they prayed to the Gods to aflift them in the profe~ 
cution of their pious and juft defigns ; then wentin a 
body to the Forum ***, Thither they were followed 
by their domeftics, who carried on a bier, covered 
with black cloth, the body of Lucretias avd having 
placed it upon a high and confpictcas place, before the 
affembled fenate, they fent to fummon the peo~ 
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plained, in along and afimated fpecch, the reafons 
for calling the citizens together, and the views of the 
confederates **°, 


He began his addrefs with claiming the attention of 
the people, and by laying open his motives for coun- 
terfciting folly. He next recapitulated, and painted in 
all their horror, the critnes & Lucius Tarquiniug Il. 
before he attained the fovereigaty. “ And how did 
“he attain it?”"—cried the patriotic orator. Did 
“he follow, in this matter, the example of former 
“ kings ?—By no means. They were all advanced to 
“ that dignity by us, fellow-titizeps! according to the 
“ Jaws and cuftoms of the Romag nation; but he ace 
* quired the fovereignty by arms, by violence, and the 
“ confpiracies of wicked mgn, accorging to the cuftom 
“ of tyrants. And after he had poffeffed himfelf of 
the fupreme power, did he ufe it in a manner be- 
* coming a king? No man in his fenfes will fay fo; 
“who fees the miferable condition to which we are 
“ redueed, or who knows the cruelties to which 
« we have been expofed. ® - 


“1 sHarx fay nothing,” continued he, “ of the 
“calamities which we, who are Patricians, fuffer; 
*€ calamities, which even our enemies could not hear 
* deferibed without fears, and which have reduced us 
“ from a*numerous body to a few; from fplendodr, 
“to obfcurity 5 from profperity and affluence, to po- 
‘*verty Md want. | But what is your condition, Ple- 
« beians ?—for that I canngt pats ovesin filence, “Has 
not Tarquinius Superbus robbed you of your na- 
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nae ‘etirained your mectings 
‘on acceunt of religion ?—Your folemn feftivals and" 
ur elegtion of 
?—to your right of and your 
_ affemblies for the concerns of the oa eS aed 
not forge you, like flayes purchafed with aneney, to 
 jabour in a degrading mannef?—to cut ftones, faw 
“ timber, carry burdens, and walte your ftrength in 
* deep pits and fubterrprteous caverns, without allow- 
“ mg you the leaft refpite from fervile toils !—What 
then will be the iffue of your calamities.?—Where 
# will your miferies terminate ?—How long shall we 
 fubmit to thefe indignities, or when thal we recover 
* our native liberty ?—When Tarquin dies, do you 
* fay ?—And thal we then be in a better condition ?— 
* No! butin a woslej for inftedd of one Tarquin, we 
* fhall have three, and one more deteftable than the 
* prefent tyrant.’ 


Hexe Brutus gave an account of the horrid triumph 
of Sextus Tarquinius over the virtue of Lucretia, with 
a defeription of her intrepid death. “ O admirable 
woman!” exclaimed he, “ great are the praifes you 
$ merit, for your heroic’ refolution. To -you, after 
“ being robbed of your unfullied chaftity, by the vio- 
®Jence of one night, death appeared more eligible 
“ than life’; and fhall we not adopt thesfame noble 
“ fentiment ?—we whom Tarquin has robbed of alt 
“the pleafures of life, im rgbbiag us of opr liberty 5 
“and who yet have fuffered his haughty domination, 
“and oppreflive tyranny, for twenty-five years !— 
“ We cannot live any longer, fellow-citizens! undtr 
© thefe grievances. If we would prove ourfelves the 
“ defcendants of thofe illuftrious Romans, who thought 
 themfelves worthy to give laws to the neighbouring 
nations, we have no other choice left, but life 






“with liberty, or deat with glory "7". oe 
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» if with one voice, called out for arms. “Heat firft,” 
fabjoined-Brutus, charitied with fuch alatrity, “ hear 
Barer tg ‘of our affociates, We have deter- a 
« ) That the Tarquins, and all their pofterity, 
thal be baifithed from the cityof Rome and tht terri- 
“tories of the Roman ftatey and that, if any perfor 
~ “ fhall a€ contrary to our determination, in abetting, 
* “either by words or deed the eaufe of the tyrants, 
@ He fhall be put to death? If yu are willing chis 
yefolution ‘be, confirmed, divide yourfelves into your * 
“Curie, and give ypur votes. And let the exercife | 
“ of that-right be confidered as the beginning of your 
* reftared liberty **.", » 
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Titost forms were complied with; and all the a 
Cutie having given their vorgs for the banithment of 
the Tarquins, Brutus again flood up, and faid, “ Gitie 
* zens, fince you have confirmed the firft refolution, 
“jin a manner worthy of the Roman people,” hear 
«what we have refolved concerning the plan of our 
“ future govérnment. After we had confidered,” 
obferved he, “ what order of magiftracy fhould be 
« invefted with fovereignsaythority, we came to a re~ 

«olution to chufe no “more Kings; but to Zle& two 
A annual magiftrates, under the name of Consus, 
« to be chofen by yourfelvgs in the Comitia Centuriata, 
+ and invelted with regal pawer. If it is yous pleas 
“ fure, that this refolution ‘lfo do. pals, give your + 
* votes 25°.” They were unanimous in their appro- 
vation of iL a ee 
“© 
“Hayao thus golledted. the fenfe of the people, 


and objained thejr fanétion to. the proceedings of the 
confederates, Brutus appointed Sparius Lucretius to 
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satan people to appear in grins, ih the Campus Martius, the 
a iufual place for fych eleétions, “When they werethere 


muftered, Lucretus two peffons to dif 
charge the funétions which had belonged ‘to the Ro- 
man kings; namely, Brutus the hea} of the confe- - 
deracy, and Colatinys the hufband of Lucretia, And » 


Centuries, confirmed, by their eletion, the magif- 
tracy of the firft Confuls **°. 


Meanwuiie Tarqnin sea Maa int 
by certain meffengers, who had eft the pape a the 
gates were thut, What Bratus was haranguing the peo~ 
ple, and exciting them to attempt the recovery of their 
freedom, too with hirrhis three fons, and a chofen 
body of troops, in which he could confide, and ad- 
vanced to Rome, in hopes of fuppreffing the infurrec- 
tion. “But finding the gates faft, and the battlements 
planted with armed men, he returned to the camp 
with all fpeed; bewailing his misfortune, and boil- 
© ing with refentment againft the infurgents #**. 


-% 


Targum, however, on his arrival at Ardea, found 


new ¢aufe to complain of fortune; and, inftead of 
harbouring revenge, to blarie himfelf for that defpotic 
goverment which had’ ‘mde him obnoxjous to his fub- 
* jedts of all defcriptions. For theConfuls, forefecing that 
he would prefent Kimfelf before the walls of Rome, 


had fent letters, by fecret roads, to their friends‘in ther 


¢amp; exhoiting them to revolt from the tyrant, and 
informing them of the votes prffed in the aflembly of 
_ the people. And ‘Titus Herminius, and Marrus Ho- 


fo. Dion. Halicarnatt ubifup, 3 Yan I op. 
36r. Ig, ibid, « 
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their command *.—Iit this manner, ‘my Lord, was 

monarchy abolithed at Rome, after i@ had continued 

two hundred and forty-four years ; becaufe under the 

Jaft king, it had degenerated infPtyranny¥ rather than * 

beeaufe of the violent and illegal means by which he 
» had obtained the Roman {ceptre.* 


‘Wnize liberty, in confequence of the abyfe of 
kingly power, was thus advancing toward its ful} efta- 
blithment in Europe, defpotifm, in the train 
sspuott, was making giant &frid@s in AGa, 

os 
. $64. Dion. Halicanal ib, i ep, ese. 363. 1a. a, 
« 
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* END OF THE FIRST YO"\UME. 
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